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babe been ſilent ; nay twon have been bet- 
ter; for then fo many would not have enga- 


| gedi in a ſearch, where ſo little likelybood of ob- 


. taining was feen whereby a great deal of Pre- 
cious Time and Money might have been ſav- 
ed, and that Perplexity of mind which fol- 
ons vain Chymical Proceſſes night have 
been Prevented ; for this | ieaſon f is but 
Juſt in Authors In all their diſcomfes, ten- 


Ang to the Inftru#ion of othave, to direct to 
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pure md Immortal a diſſolvent on; nor in- 
_ deed. Man himſelf, tho we grant that it 75, 
plentifully i in him, but tis ar Salt or Life © 
in him which Concentrates all other Salts 
in his own Eſſence, as a Cotholick Fountain 
for all the Nivnlers to be [upplied from % 
' that there is no taking of it hi him but 
| 1. a violent breaking of the Glaſs and a 
| Tranſplanting of the Fountain back again to 
that Inexhauſtible Ocean from whence it 
ift received its being, therefore Man can't 
be the Object of ai 5 Aiſcomr, taining 
to demonſtrate the Subj o thi Helens 
for the pure in him, as all read) ſaid, can- 
not be obtained without Death, 1 ry is - 
 abominable, even to think on , "but. of i 
| were obtain'd it would not anſwer the end; 
for what it ſufficient to difſolve in the ; 5 0 
able Kingdom is too weak for the Animal , 
aud that A; 7s ſtrong enough in the 
mal is too weak far Minerals; therefore ſeek: * 
it ju that and from that, which is the Foun- | 
tain, that fupplye s all Creatures and beings 
or bad it not a Source, Nature 
ſoon ceaſe, for 1 ſhe exhaufteth by . 
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1 be be Univerſal Spirit; fer tis To this, 
Fang Fountain of NMatme that our Chaos , ; 
doth proceed; therefore 9385 happy. 7s Be, | 
11 knows - thoſe Magn ts, that 8 
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for be aſſured thut there is. ſomething more 
than. Elements in all Created Beings; even 
an Incorriptible and gone! uinteſſential Hirit, 
which is the very Life 
themſelves ; which being taken appears in 
Mit, Vapor or Vater, even that ont of which 
the. Antiehrs / ſay all things were Generated: 
but the right Knowledge of this Matter is 
ſufficiently ahn uſe, nel the Operation there- 
on 2 more ab ruſe fer I with many others 
experience, that the Matter may be ; 
67 and many doe know it, yet are wholly - 
to ſeek in the matter and Modus of Operat- 
ing thereon; and what ever ſome. Foppiſh 
Conceited ones may think, viz. that 2170 they 
bad the Knowledge of the true matter: all dif- 
feulty is. ouer; "this" may prove a graud Mi. 
flake; for I have. been Intimately Acquaint- 
ed with ſome, that haus had a true knowledge 
of the. matter, and have wrought thereon 
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think it: I have had no other door to come 


in at, but hard Labour, and great Expence, 
for Coals and Glaſſes have been my Interpreters, 


and ſhall be ſo to every true Son of. Art to the 


end of time; ſo that for Conſcience-ſake II. 
write the Truth, as well knowing, that ther: 
are already too many Sophiſtical and falſe Pro- 
ceſſes in the world, which will not bear the 
Touch. tone of Experience; but vaniſhes like 
a Reprobate Metal pon the 1% ; | 


Bit paſſing by all this, and much more that 


| might. be ſaid. of the like Nature; I Hal 


nom addreſs my ſelf to the deſirers of Wiſdom, 
and let them know, that I habe, as in a Glaſs, 
-ſhewed\them the true matter, as alſo the true 

manner, from which and by which this Diſ- 
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[peak concerning its Uſe, and Utility when ob- 
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„ ſolves and opens the Textures of all Beings,\in 
the V egetable. Animal and Mineral Kingdoms, 


] Fee er An e 8e 
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de in any Liquor, and ſo comes Immedi- 

„ | tely to Natutes Relief, and by the Specifick 

1 Virtue manifeſted from Power into Ad, Di- 

„ ſeaſes, tha' never ſo deplorable, may be over- 

o- ome and Cut down, as Graſs or Weeds with A-- 1 

% Scythe in the band of a Mower ; eſpecially . 

de by thoſe of the Mineral Kingdom, which may 
be juſtly efleemed the Phyſicians Crumi and 
Philoſophers. Diadem: This is the Liquors 

A Virtue: in General but in Particular, as it 

11 8 Univerſally Ads without Limitation on all 

„ Suhjects in the World, ſo in this Aion there 

G it ſomething. remarkable to he obſerned in e. 

K very Suhject; for it Fixes olatile Spirits, and 

. NVolatixes Fixed ones; it makes Salts Sulphu- 

to reous, and Sulphurs Saline; nay it Macerates 

5. the Gummoſitzes of Reſmous and Gummy things, 

„ | which the Ferment of our Stomacks could ne- 

+. ver do; for it being diſtilled from Amber and 

5 Turpentine leaves them in a Salt of excellent 

7; | Virtue: from the latter I have obſerved it 

1h | almoſt as ſweet as Honey, and a powerful Spe. 

" | click in the Stone; therefore by the help o 

's || this Liquor or Fire a few Medicines heing 
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Phyſician expect to Perform : for Tyftance 
Iufallibhj Cures the Stone in the Bladder : j 


condriack Melancholy and Madneſs ; Cina mon 
Unicorn's horn A" the Liver of an Eel, for 


the Sulpber Venus 7s an Univerſal Ne. 
pent hes, witboue Opium, i in all diſeaſes: the 


Magiftery of Gala for Malignant 
alfies aud Plagues : as We 


Meaſculvs, by Patacelſus called Vinum Vitæ Wn: 
and Membrorum Eſſentia, vhich alſo cures (ſt 


Conſumptions,  fixt- Mercury or the Ar- ſto 
canum Coralinum and ee Gold a 


min Tapraſies, Gout, Palſy, Epilepſy, Cancers ÞÞ « 
VPioulves, Scorbute, e evil, all Sorts of the h 
7: 


Venereal Diſeaſe without Salvation or de- 
taining the Patient from buſin 1 16 : *twould be It 
tog long to enumerate all ' thoſe. Medicines | 


Prepared hy this Fire or Liquor; therefore 
let e Suffice, and the reward that nay || 
accrem here from, becauſe ' by this way f 
 Praftife, the Phyſitian may Juftly and Con- 
 ſeientiouſly gar Honour and Riches ; and the 
"Re" be fred __ all thoſe or * 
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ities, "which are the Adœquate Parts of 
Common Practiſe; as if the Pain and Tur. 


ror of \ Death were not \enough, but there 


mt be an additional Cyuelty viz. of Bliſter- - 


ng; which to ſome may exceed the former. 


Thus baving given you a ſhort Scheme of 


the Rife, Preparation and Uſe of this Liquor, 5 


ball Conclude this. Preface in Conſideration | 


of a Perfon' rightly qualified for the Poſ- 


efron ' bereof : the firſt and moſt nece | 
nalrfication 18 "> rightly raed, þ in 
Religious things ſo as to know God for them- 
ſelves ſavingly, by paſing through the Holy 
River of Regeneration, for to walk in the 
newneſs of the Spirit, which Divine gift of 
the | Holy - Ghoſt enables every true Chriſtian. 
to walk with that Circumſpection, as to be 
acceptable in the fight of God, to ſuch it is 
2 fore Guide and ſafe Conductor in this 
World towards the defired Haven of reſt ; it 
it alſo to them a month and Wiſdom, and 
that by which their Tongues are Bridled and © 
the whole Man ſealed to the Day vf his 


Redemption, giving an earneſt of the Eternal 
Inheritance, and afterward a full Poſſeſſion, __ 


when our Mortal ſhall put on Immortality; 
this being the Fountain, all others that are 
true, flow as Rivulets from it, and ſo give a 
right Qualification for the Knowledge of Ma- 
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| of wind to work upon-the one thing alone, 


and an Induſtrious hand to effet the ſame, 
here a Bleſing and ſucceſs may be hoped for, 
and thoſe Incredible Rewards to all ſuch as 
wander in the Circumference, and haue ne- 


ver been admitted to the Center of thin 


but to the Vigilant hidden things, cven theſ 


bid from the foundation of the World, ſhall 
be reveal d: and that this may be the Por- 


tion of every true Laborer in Art is the 
fmcere Deſires of him, who wiſhes the Gene- 
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T is Saying pe of Oberste, chat th 
-- Induftrious Hand makes Rich z 0 18 it hy a 
manner of Trades and Convers in the args 
1 lid it in Art 3 but this Induftry,muft be upon 
ry tiene Foundation, attl,.inthe-Chymical Art, from 
a Fore-knowledge of Adzquate Cauſes 3 unto which 
it is.impoſhble to; attain without we u e 
by that Wiſdom, which comes from abo B 
Ray from the Holy Heavens and Throne of the 
vine Glory for tis ſhe, chat muſt Coanduti us in 
: alli our Labours to make them Accemable to the 
Gteat God 3 well therefore might the, wiſe. Man 
eſteem of her defofe Riches, and I Ea e 
ing above the Merchandize of Silver, ald, add 
Precious Stones, hetauſe ſhe. is the true Conductor 
to the ways of Peace and Pleaſantneſs z nay ven 
to that Tree of Life, here Subſtance, is to be In- 
herited: For that ſhe opens the Door of Entrance 
to al Mtyſteries Divine and Natural; and conſe- 
by | 


quently 
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Þ ' quently without herMen grope, it were, in the dark, 
1 even as a Blind Man does at Noon- day; for Nature 
mW - | God's Hand-maid was Created by him, and Fob ſays, 
WW — - - tharGodby his Spirtt-hasgarniſt'> the Heavens fü 
Hand has oY the _ Serpent; and tho 
je there ig a, in Man, 68 the Inſpiration of 
the Almi that) gives U ny Awhence we 
| may ry 2255 that _ Reaſon is too 
ſhort to Comprehend gh e Djgnity of any true My- 

| = without . 52 085 of God's Spirit. 
$ great Defe ntly apparent from 
thes orable Sali Tupfen Searchers, con- 
cerning the Subject Matter of this Diſcourſe; ſee- 
ing. they knou not.where to. ground or fix their In. 
tenſions in the choice of a proper Subject, but frames 
each to himſelf a different Baſis, and ſo make an 
Innumerable Number of Errors concerning the 


11 be . etc 0 A on- 


has, given Birth to, t [tend wich, I 85 ea 
OR $ imaginable, THR K 89 e the Genu · 


ſl Offspring of Truth ; whets; alas! tis but a 
Baſtard Brat of their own wandring NI and 
ungrobunded Thoughts, as in the Concluſion proyes 
Ke tod Evident > This is an Abſurdity ſo great, ſo n 
ff ceommon, that amongſt the many Pretenders, 1 have 1 
Wo neper met with more than three that have eſcaped Iſ b 
3% | At t 

] 


: How*-then can it poſſibly be expected, that 
auen ſhould ever Arrive at the wiſhed for Haven of 
Reſt when Ignorant both of the way and means 
b which they muſt come thither 3 for the Door of 
wich gen muſt not only be known, but alſo the Key 
ahi us the ſame, without which they may ne- 
| „ere Admittance into Nature's Treaſury: 
Therefore conſequently muſt ſtill remain in the hor - 
rible Miftof Errors ; che moſt principal that have 
4'come Athwart me I ſhall here lay down and reckon 
for Corjvincing of the Giddy Headed and Raſh 
X begs but more N r the e ood 
"Building, need] a Son 1 Art. - 
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„ 1 chan m degin firſt with an ktrörg which is mot 
e uaiverſally received, viz7 that Mercury Vülgar is 

„the Foundation or Baſis of this Liquor; this is an 


is Error that the Authors of ſome Expoſitors are guik 
ty of, which the Ignorant Searcher has not been 1+ 


f WM ware of, but bath gone to work as confidentiy on 

e Mercury for the obtaining of the Liquor Alkabeſt, - 

0 as others have done for the making the Mercury 

'- Jof the Philoſophers, by ſeveral and various Prepa- 
rations, as endeavouring to break its Body by Spit- 

m il tle, May Dew, Vinegar, and ſuch like foppiſh*Pro- 

- WF ceedings'y alſo by Sublimation with Salts, and Di- 

= Wl fillation,” and other ſuch like Operations, efidea- 

- © vouring to make it ran p. delig. to obtain an Airy 

and Univerſal Nature and radical diſſolution, even 

n that they call the Magnetic Salt, or Foliated Earth, 

© and Mercurial Chalybs; but all in vain for that 

Mercury ſo prepared is ſtill all one with common 

„Mercury: And ſo likewiſe is that, prepared by Re- 

- Wl gulus of 4ntimony,' Silver, &c. for Vulgar Mercury 

a is unripe Fruit fallen too ſoen from the Tree, there-. 

d WW fore it muſt return to its Firft Fountain, or Catho- 

lick Mercury to be diſſolved its ſelf; conſequently is 

0 

e 

d 


not the Subject of this Liquor; for the Philoſophers 
Introduce Fire, not Water, into Mercury, to make 
her Medicinal, both in the Particular, and alſo in 
t the General; by which 'tis brought to be for ever 
fr rreducible to Mercury. i een 
5 Another Error is in thoſe, who ſeek for this Diſ- 
' | ſolvent in Dew and Rain Water, not conſidering, 
chat this was deſigned only as Nouriſhment for the 
Vegetables, having but ſuch a Portion of the Uni- 
verſal Fire in it, as might ſerve to diſolve the Salt 
LNitre of the Earth, and then the Vegetable 
c Seed in order to a new Production; this Eire or | 
1 i diflolver being far remiſs to that of Animals, as that - 
1 if of Animals is to Minerals, cannot be the*Philo- i 
1 | ſophers Subject of this Diſſolvent, for "Life would 
be too ſhort to extract it. ea 
rn CC 204 Ano 
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3 Qrroplocthat many Aon che Blatter to be 


 Unjvexſal,, but is drann by certain Magical Magnets 
da kee eimen in the Fear? but tie Ma grand Pr. 
FOX; fox: the Matter is to be found -Plentifully at al 
alogs of; the Fear, «ſpecially in ſuch places, a; 
ge ſtiy enriched by Mineral Fumes, and the 
anner of its Attraction is rather for the Neceſſity 
ho mak Life, than any Point in Art; ſo that the 
ti ſtnot be too curious in endeavouring to 
8 2 that which: Drugs: hath — done to 
y n g . * : py 
another Error is in thoſe. that fork forakis Diſ. 
0 by atttacting the Air with ba lkalizates Salts, 
| r, Cc. not cenſiflering, that all Alkalizated 
z do. — 1 attract a Saline Aquoſſty, which by 
| 0 Cohobations may be turned wholly into an E- 


Water, whereas the true Philoſopber (as 


already ay aid) does by his Magnets attract a Fire, 
_ nay à Fiery Spirit ſtronger than any Fire. in the 
Werid: tis true Alkalated Salts are noble Sub- 

jects, and deſervedly claim Preheminency, being 
Sonéralittinct to all Acids, and therefore make a 
 Difſolvent next to the great Liquor; but theſe can 
never be Volatized without the Uviverſal Medium, 


| - OC Philoſophers Diploma, ere with Eſſential 
Oyls and Vinons Spirits, and being ſo Volatilized, 


they become noble Spirits, yet do notwithſtanding 
ſpend their Virtue in Difſolving Bodies, and Coa- 
gulate upon them into a Salt, retaining their Vola- 


4 tility 3 ſo that conſequently theſe are excluded 


from deing tne e of this Immortal Diſol- 
Den, 


. Another Error is in ferking for the Matter of this 
Liquor in the Animal Kingdom, viz. in Man; and 


indeed a greater in thoſe, ho aſſume to teach o- 
there, by. their Aſſertions, that it is there: but ha- 


ving already detected ſuch Writers (in the Preface) 


and alſo clearly ſhewn, that from Man, the Sub- 
xa Matter of this Liquor can never be attained, al · 


t 1 know FRE this * Afﬀertion does much 


thwart 
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thwart the general received Opinion, that Urine is 
the Baſis; and that Vm Helment, Pbilaletbes, Starkey, 
&c; have in their -Writings aſſerted the ſame, ſo 
that I do Contradict the Teſtimony of theſe Wor- 


thies : Inſtance Helmont, where he ſpeaks of the 
diſſolution of the Stone Ludus, feems to Aﬀert that 


it is performed by a Second drawn from Urine ; - 


And Philaletbes, in his Treatiſe extant, has ground- 


ed the Bafis of- the Immortal Diſſolvent on Urine 
and Blood; and George Starkey in his Treatiſe of this 


Liquor ſeems to ground the Baſis thereof on Urine z 
nay, an Intimate Acquaintance of his did affirm the 
very Proceſs to me, which he made uſe of, viz, the 
Urine of ſound Men, unfermented, which, as ſoon 
as it was made, was by Evaporation brought to a 
Conſi ſtence, in order to unite the two Salts, Volatile _ 
and Fixed, and ſo by Diftillation and Cohobation 
til the whole was brought over, and then being di- 
geſted and deflegmed the Altabeft is prepared. 
Dr. Bacon was, as I have been told, much of this 


Opinion; but all theſe are ſhort of Underſtanding 


the Truth of the Subject, or of the Authors before 
mentioned; for it is eaſy to be collected from Hel. 


mom, Philaletbes, &c, that they never depended 
upon Human Urine as the Subject of this Immor- 


ta! Diſſolventʒ for then they would not have directed 
you to the Chaos of the Ancients; as the true Sub- 


je&, deſcribing it Figuratively, and Analogizing 


it with Man; becauſe Man Subſiſts by and from | 
the Univerſal Spirit, which is the true Subject 
of this Diſſolvent, which they for ſome ſecret” 


Reaſons would not be ſo Candid to deliver: the like 
has Alipili in his Book Intituled, Cemrum Nature 


Concentratum, which very Title ſhews, that it is not 
Man there meant, but the Univerſal Spirit that being 
the very Liſe and Centte of all Centers: Therefore 


who ever ſhall aflert, that Man is the Baſis from whence 
this Liquor is obtained, let him be reſpected of Envy 
or Ignorance; becauſe there is no Subject to be drawn 


from Man, that will act on Minerals five hundred or 


'a thonſand Times, und retain the ſame Virtue, 


- mixed. with the. true Spirit of Wine, until both 
ed by; the Addition of freſh Spirit of Wire, until 


dote much on 
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uantity and qualit 5, as if it had not acted at all: 
Thęrefere 1 regard not ſuch Fops or ſuch others, 
that dote upon highly rectified Spirit of Urine, 


Coagulate into à Salt, which is Diſtilled and Sublim. 


they come over in Form of a Fiery Liquor: There 
are others alſo that dote on the ſtrong Spirit of Urine 


united with the Spirit of Vinegar, and Diftiil'd in- 


to a Neutral Spirit: but Experience the Miſtreſs 


of all true Art ſhews that theſe are all greatly mi- 


taken, and many others, too long here to Enume. 


rate © Therefore ſhall paſs them by, and only Inſiſt 


on ſome few others that remain. Fre O08 
. Thoſe are alſo miftaken, that depend on Acid 


Spirits. as the Subject of this Liquor, as Nitre, vi- 


triol, common Salt, Salt Gem, or the Mother Li- 


gquors of any of theſe, or any other Salts growing 


in or extracted from the Earth; for all of them, 


none excepted, will by Diſtillation yield an Acid Spi- 
rit, and dur Liquor being no Acid, but Contradiſtinct 


thereunto, theſe of Courſe, are all to be rejected, 
and ought ſo to be in the Ule of the Liquor when pre- 


_ pared : others, that think themſelves more prudent 
The Spirit of Verdigreaſe, and more 


eſpecially if it is Firft often diſſolved in Spirit of Vi- 


negar, and made transparently Pure; and then ſhot 
in Spirit of Wine and ſo Diſtilled, they then put as 


great a Price or Value on it, as in Reaſon can be 
tet upon the Immortal Diſſolvent its ſelf.z but this 
3 eye being Publiſhed by Zwelfer, and long 


before by Baſil Valentine, whom I take to be the 
right and true Author of it, and being eaſy to be 


prepared,it follows,that the Liquor Akabeſt would be 
no uncommon or unknown Secret; but that remain- 


ing ftill as the greateſt of Secrets, plainly demon- 
| frates, that theſe are not the Subject, whence that 


is obtain'd. 


They are alſo, miſled, who depend on diner! 


Sul- 


viz, Minimum, | 
has proved too evidently falſe,” to the great Expence 


gulphers, or the Vitriols of Metals or that of Venut, 
deſcribed by Pobemanus ; becauſe there's none of 
theſe, But what are ſluggiſh in themſelves, and 
vnaRive Beings, and can t be radically open d and 
ſeparated, from their Mercury's, without the Li- 
quors help, and then they become Paſhve Medi- 
cines not an Active Menſtruum, ſo of Courſe are to 
be excluded from being the Subject Matter of this 
rr „ fits 

| Nuoeher great Miſtake and grand Error is in 
thoſe, that depend upon the Eſſential Oyls, as 
Wormwood, Mint, Time; or the Oyls of Gums, 
as Amber, Benjamin, Turpentine, and theſe bei 
Chaos'd' down and devoured by Cerrofives, as Oyl 
of Vitriol, Aquafortis, and being again revived, 
then be coming (as they ſay) the  Regenerated 
Spirit of Vine of the Philoſophers ; which being 
Diftill'd from Tartar, Sal Armoniac and Mercury, 
each diſtinctly, till their Bodies are brought over, 
they are then the Mag?'s three Univerſal Menſtruums, 
inus and ( Majus ; But this miſtake 
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and Diſappointment of many worthy Perſons in this 
Kingdom, and indeed no better can be expected 
from ſuch Heterogeneous and unnatural Mixtures, 
as being farther Alienated from the Univerſal Spirit, 
than ſome others already Named, and conſequently 
ay more remote from being the Subject of this 
T ͤ [. ]˙— 1 
To be ſhort, I do on an Experimental Ground 


Exclude Animals, Vegetables and Minerals in all 


and every particular Claſſis and part thereof from 
being the Subject of this Liquor ; therefore ſhall 
omit any farther Diſcourſe of this kind and come 


nearer to the the Matter in Hand, which is to detect 
- "the Errors of- thoſe, who confound this Liquor with 


the Mercury of Philoſophers, ſaying they are the 


ſame in the Subject Matter, Identity ard Operation; . 
tis true, the Mercury of the Philoſophers is a na- 
tural Difſolyent, but it difſolyes_© in the way of 
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Generation, when as this Circulated Salt or Altabef 
diſſolves it by way of: ſeparation and deſtruction « 
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ſo that they differ in Operation, as much as Love 
and Wrath ; the one in Love preferves; the other 


In Wra th deſtroys the Life and Motion. 
There are alſo other Ignorant Boaſters, who con- 


found them together, yet know neither the one 


nor the other, vet ſay, they are hoth the ſame in 
Compoſition and Digeſtion, but near the Birth of 


the Royal Babe, the Matter divides its ſelf into tuo 


dliſtinct Parts, the one a Body Permanent, the other 
a Menſtruous Liquor or Blood, which being Diftilled 


the Alkabeſt, this ſhews their great Ignorance, 


for the ſame that is a Body is a Spirit, and the Blood 
is Homogeneous with both the Mercury of the Pbi. 
Jaſophers and Liquor Alkabeſt; for the Mercury 
can never be prepated without its Aid, as being one 
of the three Springs ; neither can the Spirit of the 


Body Subſiſt without the Blood, as every true Phi- 


Ioſopher does, with me, know, and that at this 


State there is no diviſion to be admitted, without a 
Death to the whole Compound; for the whole Mat- 


ter in the Production of each being diverſly wrought 
on produces the different. Effect; the one is a Mer- 


curry Homogeneous, the other a Ponderous Saline 
Liquor and in the Production of both there are ſuper- 
ffluous Oyls ſeperated, which, tho Medicinal, arè not in 
the leaſt Homogeneous to either; which clearly Evin- 


ces their Ignorance in the Proceſs of Nature, which 


is to make Bodies Spirits, and Spirits Bodies again, 
and that this Menſtruous Liquor or Blood, is the 
Life which is ſown in his own Womb of Mercury 
for the Exaltation of both; for there the Hetero- 
geneous Fæces are caſt off, and ſo tis qualified 
and united with the Spirit in order to Redeem 
the Body ; and ſo is a principal Ingredient of the 
Stone, when as the Alkabeſt is not: It would be 
too long to enumerate the vain and falſe Concep- 
tions of Men concerning this Immortal Liquor, and 
ſeeing theſe diſtiuctions do better become that 
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Chapter, where the difference is ſhewn between t | 1 
Liguor Alkaheſt atd "Mercury, of Philoſophers, 
ſhall omit ſpeaking of it any\farther in this, and come 


ia ſhew. the SubjeRt of the Difſolvent iu the neat 


Chapter, and ſo Conclude r. Ruta . 5 
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47 . 7 12 . * | 
Of tbe true Subject Matter of this Diſſolvent. 


IN the former Chapter, I have laid down the 
J Miſtakes concerning the Matter of this Immo 
Diſſolvept, which Helmom Deſcribes in the Wor 
Latex, which properly Imports an hidden Source 
or Fountain, ſo hidden indeed, that he hiniſelf ſays, 
when this was found Religion ſtood amazed, arid 
well may the Religious Man be fo indeed, when theit 
Deſcriptions are fo Occult; for from the Word La. 
tex, which in Vulgar Reception ſignifies Liquors, 
which may be properly conceived to be Aqueous 
and Spiritual, he preſently comes to tell you, that 
the Maſter- piece at which Art is Level'd, is to find 
out a Body; which may play with us in ſuch a Sym- 
phony or conſenting Harmeny, by Reaſon of its 


exquiſit Purity, that no Corruptive Principle can 


find in it any Heterogenities by which to work in 


it a Diſſipation of Parts; here he immediately calls 

it a Body; hence we muſt for certain Conclude that 
this Source or Fountain, tho" liquid, does contain 
a Body in it, or elſe it would have been vain in 
him to have direRed us to ſuch a Body for the Ob- 
ect, and that ſo Circumſpectly and diligently, as to 
find it by hard Labour and Induſtry, ſaying you 
muft be careful, or ſedulouſly Induftrious about 
finding out ſuch à Body, which by Examen and Proof 
is very difficult to be found, becauſe the Words im- 
port, that there. is no W Fas. in all e 
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Fog import Tg or that ne, 

ended, Which! IS. as Rep as if he had 

ource or Fountain 

| of Nature, and Univerſal Spirit, which Art muſt form 

into a Body but this Son of Wiſdom doubtleſs was 

1 afraid to freak after this plain blunt manner, as a 

ö Tyro does, for fear pf expoſing the Secret tob 

[if 6 Ty ; but *tis og that this was the meaning, 

[ uſe;not ſo hidden in the Source 

: this Un {ARES OLA nag in Nattte as 

* 2 Wa to reduce Bodies by Symphony or conſenting 

1 0 995 but, what does ariſe here ftom; for in 

= theſe latter ords he allo deſcribes the Nature and 

| _ Quality of the Matter to have two Faces z for that 

1 without there had been a Comp (on, the word 

| Harmony needed not to have ole £039. ſo. thatin 
0 


UF + theſe Words abundance of Many couched in. lit. 
; tile room, every, word being a N fin 
b lightly or ſlightly ſoever the Reader, may paſs ch 


over: *Tis true Starkey does very Learnedly | Arkke 
1 Mark in his Expoſit ion upon them, yet his Com- 
= ment is ſo wiſely Regulated as, to be kept as obſcure, 

| as the Text it ſelf; by this means and method! 
find, that the 32s of this Liquor was by this Phi. 


time : Therefore or the Benefit of the true deſi- 
ers of Art, 1 ſhall deliver the Subjett Matter. of 
this Immortal Liquor with much clearneſs and Can- 
| 1 didnek, yet hope, that my stile and Words will be 
| ſuch, as to cloat} it by ſuch a Medium, as that it 
| may give Light to the choſen Sons of Wiſdom, yet 
at the ſame time caſt a, Mift before the Eyes of the 
 Unwortby : This Method being agreeable to divine 
Wiſdom its ſelf; for we find, that what was a Light 
to the Hoſts to. 'the Children of Afrael, was Cloud 
of Darkneſs of 79 5 gf the Egyptians. 
. Theſe Thi Stated, I ſhall now come to 
5 | the. Conſidera 2 * IMuftration of that Subject 
_ „ | Mat- 


78 loſophe Kuen to remain à Secret to the end of 
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Wis Y 
Matter they Point. , th. v. che hidg a Fountain | 
muſt be of a 0 0 ature, 38 what ff J ſhould ſay 
itmuft be a Body of Sal appeat ok gader. two Faces, 
whigh being alten el 88 ymphgay. or Conſentin 

Harmony; the Reaſen of K hich Tz ewa; for thi 

it, ß a. Liquor © that. ercellent! PIR . by th nannt N 


«5p, ivifion of axts3 therefgr AP d hefore, 


the e 18 much of the he whole Fol west 0 4s Art ang 
Labour couched! in Zetmont's Word 55 he. B 17 
of Nature in affording fa an TOS, of Fountain: 
the Artift, that is the Baſzs of the ſald Immortal Li- 
ox; and the Bokacfs of Art is to know hoy to 
ake it Corporal, and when ſo. Corpora to con- 


tain two Faces, which 155 Pbilaletbes figures fort 
by ; Urige and Blood; t fir ſt Face is 1 Body, ye 
French may, be "diſtilled, in; 0A, G e nay 
0 eneous as not leave. one Grain, of 
ne 05 5 Salt ee he, delerlbes 0 5 15 
ayer, in Veins like, Spirit of f Wine,, and ea ting very 
great of its Aktive Galities in gafſolvin 19 675 z 
the Query 1 is put, whether it is not the Ab arch, 
Anſwer is in the Negative, ſay ing, it could on 
Sublift without, Blood, and then preſently, comes. to 
the Affirmative concerning the Subj:  Matters.of 
the Allabeſt, and ſays, it naß neg. in 1 Ylopd ang 
Urine; theſe ys map grabble Foy Imuſe the 
ughts of Fee nary concerning ; the Reallit 
and Pothb ity of. Tthele Aﬀlertions, ye Fe or ch 
the are clear ant Perfpicuons, to 2ſt of chez 
Wiſe, as the. Sun in his Luſtre 900 172 leridigy's 
for the Gastes Spirit being Concryſed becomes 
a %, Vapgur or Chads, or. rather 2 an Huctious aud 
Viſcous Water, which, is the true Mat; ter of all the 
Ancient Phileſophers, concerning which Chaos I. hayg 
written largely in Mercury's Caduce, and have. there 
0 that in its Womb is containgd the: ficſt. Eſſence 
Al Forms, yet uaipegificoted,,and,fo canis quency 
it. contains theſe. tug of Urine, 320. Blood Wb 
indeed are. the Urine a 1 of the greg 
Myr „ and not of. ans. Tre noble.; 7 which 
Eyes have ſeen and my ey ave ande es 
C2 or- 


2. 0 & a. Ha * 
. * 3 * 
% * 1 N * . * 
"= 8 * , 
* * 


* 


612 
Corporal; therefore 1 would not have you ſpend 
your time in vain, gazing on Husks or the outſide 
Snell of things but Preſs for the Kerbel, or that ex- 
. cellent Sweetneſs which is placed in the Centre of 
Beings, which can't be'extratted but by profound 

Meditation, and hard Labours, which muft be thy 
Interpreters; for *tis not 'requiſit, that Matters 
ſhould be diſcover d more plainly, it is but juſt 
and fitting that God ſhould be the ſole Diſpenſer of 
it, till the fulneſs of time, when according to the 


_ © Promiſe, hidden things ſhall be made manifeft even 


fuch as bave layn hidden from the Foundation of 
the World © Therefore, O Son of Art! thou muſt 
pray to God, but ule the means, and put thy 
Hand to the Plow, not looking back; then theſe In- 
ſtructions will be as Fundamental Ruſes to begin thy 
34 N by to obtain this Noble Secret, which is 
not ſo mach a Product of Nature but of Art: For 1 
have in theſe Sheets endeavoured to clear up the 
Matter, ſo as to qualify thee with Theory, thence to 
Judge of Sophiſtical Authors, and the better to 
, Enable thee to withdraw thy Mind from their En- 
tangle ment, that thou mightft build upon that 
ſure Rock, which will remain in the Storm of Tryals ; 
this I have done in Bowels of Love as well knowing 
the great Grief and Torture of Mind undergone in 
my unwearied Search after this Secret, even. when 
, the true Subject Matter was known ; which ſaid Mat- 
ter is alſo the Matter of the Grand Secret of the 
Antients; but diverſified into different Natures by 
the different Operations, and ſo far diftin@ the one 
from the other, that an Artiſt may be Maſter of the 
one, and not of the other, and therefore he that is a 
. Compleat Maſter of both, is properly ſtiled Adeptus 
To the Truth of this my Affirmation, I have not 
only Experience, but alſo the Concurring Teftimo- 
ny of that renown'd Philoſopher Ludovicus de Comit. 
Who fays that the Matter of the Liquor Alkabeſt 
and Plłiloſephers Mercury do doth procecd Remote 
. 


| 1 (497); * 

fame Chaos, but by different Operations are brought 

to different Effects; therefore before thou proceed to 

the Preparation of this Liquor, thou mutt learn to 
underftand this general Matter, ' Maſs or rude 

Cbaos, which is the Source or Fountain of ſo many' 
from it, but alſo tis the Wellspring of the Mineral 
Life, and while this World hath a being, will be an 


Inexhauftible Fonntain to all thoſe Myfteries,” ſo 
hiddenly deliver'd by the Ancients ; for once again 


1 fay, that not only the Stone, the great Elixer, 
but alſo this hidden Fire does proceed therefrom : 
But here you muft Underftand the firſt Chaos, be- 
fore the Philoſophical Mercury is produced therefrom- 
Therefore a Body and not Bodies muft be ſought 
for, which being found is the, Centre of the Univer- 
fal Influences Concentrated, and the Blood of the 


ſaid Body to be one in Eſſence with the Body, tho* _ 
it appears to Sight in a twofold diverſity, yet di- 


ſtinckt in Quality or Complection, but agrees 


Fundamentally, which being United by the Hand of 


an Artiſt will make the Symphony or Conſenting 


Harmony before ſpoken of; for in this Caſe it ma7 


be ſaid of it, as in another place is ſpoken of the Mer- 


cury of Philoſophers, that which is above is as that 


which is beneath, and ſo Vice Verſaz for that the 
Eſſence and Life of the Blood can't be obtain'd 


without the Fermentative Spirit of the Barth. or 
S$arurn's Urine z neither can this Spirit of the Earth 


be Homogeneous and Immortal, without it ex- 


; e the Life of the Blood: George Starkey a Di- 


ciple of Nature does in his Treatiſe of the ſaid 


Liquor in a Parabolical way deliver himſelf” con- 
cerning theſe two Faces, thus, that moſt Acute, 


Subtil and Penetrating Spirit of Mans Urine by the 
help of another Medium, not of divers Ferment 
to its ſelf, but Centrally one with it, muſt be Uni- 
ted with an Acid, not Corroſive, ſed Nature ſuæ 


Gratiſſimum ; this Acid muſt be equally Volatile with 
the Salt of Urine before it can be Married or 3 9 7 


Myſteries; for this Liquor does not only proceed 


— 


rine is Blood ; for the Blood is the Ugiverſal For m, 


when the Knowledge thereof is obtained 110 ſay tis 
Idle, pr o- 


3 


there is neither any Mercurial or Saline part re- 
maining; this is a Reduction of tbe Pure from the 
Impure, or a Clean from an Uaclean, by the Ser- 


pents devouring bimſelt, and then renovating into 
that, over which Death has no Power; Ohſer ve, he 
firſt begins by biting his own Tail, and ſo by De- 


Erees devours himſelf, and laft of all his Head, 


Which ſhews that the Earth or Tail is firſt to be Dil- 


lol ved, 


— 


4 1 f 2 
b - 
4 . 4 
1 * 23 
1 5 
; * ( f 15 y ) \ » 


* 


KI 


ſolved; which then Diſſolves the Head or Blood; 


and that theſe ate the two Principles ſpoken of by 
Philalethes is very plain; for in Pag. 25. of his Secrets 
Revealed, he calls it the firſt Ens of Salts, ſaying the 
true Philoſophers rejected all Salts, one Salt only ex- 
cepted, which is the firſt Ens of ail Salts, Which diſ- 
ſolves all Metals, and by the ſame Work Coagulates 
Mercury; but this is not done but by a Violent way 
and therefore that kind of Agent is again ſeparated 
both entirely in its weight and Vertue from the 


ching it is put to: And in his Expoſition upon Ripley's | 
Epiftle, (peaking of theSeparation of the Sulphur from 
f Bodies, he ſays, tis perform'd by the 


the Mercury o 


help of a Liquor drawn from the firſt Exs of Salts, 


and Helmont and Starkey fay as much calling it Eur 


Salium, Summum Salfum Feliciſſimum, which is the 
vefy ſame, that I do here aſſert of it: What ſhall 
8 5 muſt J in every word Tranſgreſs the- Silence 
of P 


ythagoras s No: Be thankful for this, for it had 


never come to thy Hand, had I not made a Solemn 


Reſolution in the time of my hard Labours, Sweats 


and Agony of Body and Spirit, that if ever the 
Almighty Being ſhould bleſs me with the 


Knowledge of this Liquor, 1 would then de- 
liver it ſo Candid, as that my Writings ſhould be 
a ſure Landmark to the undaunted Coafter in his 
Intended Voyage to the Haven of Reſt; which pro- 
miſe I have here fully Accompliſhed in ſhewing the 


Univerſal Source or Fountain, from whence this Li- 


quor and the great Elixer doe ariſe, is one, ſo that 


more n<eds.not.to be ſaid as to this Point, therefore 


ſhall Conclude this Chapter. 


5 2 . 
Ft | 13; yy 

v1 } 31 o | £ "Pp 

CHAP. 

1 41 8 

Ma; er . 22000 

330 | 


, 
On —_— 
— —— — — 


— — 


4 * 
— ——  OEEEPTESIN — — — — ret De: 


U 
* 
, * 
% 
— —— op ret a rg re — 


— TO PRESS R 


y_ — -Uöͥa ] 
5 - 
- 


Which is very di 


* 2 7 R : l fs 4 2 * ba * 
* / Y . x W 4 
5 $48. Y g 
* ö | 
” 5 VI « [ O 
— > Is z — 


f E ' " $1 
3 ? , E$ 4,4 * | SS 4F "LAY " . "= , 
5 4 . * a 1 , 5 - : : 8 4 
s 9 
| . 6 ; | C H | | P Il | | | | 
y bs . „ . * * 
5 0 | 1 - * . 1 - 
þ 1 Fd , 


LY 
17 79 


* 
* X 


The true ay and Manner of 3 the 
Liquor Alkaheſt. N 


The Miſtakes and alſo the true Matter being 


1 ſhewn, I ſhall now come to ſhew the true man- 
ner of the Preparation of this great Diſſolveni, 

Felt z for as Pbilalettes in his Ex- 
poſition on Ripley's Gates, Pag. 279. ſays. the Li- 
quor Alkabeſt is 100 times more difficult to Prepare 
than the great Elixer; and that upon good Ground 
has this worthy Author thus delivered it; for the 
Elixir is a work of Nature, and the Mercurial Pow. 
er doth Purge off the Dregs Naturally, and it is 
called Elixer, ſo long, as it is Water, for as Count 
Treviſan ſays, Atoth is drawn-out of the Elixer, as 


_  Oyl out of Water; therefore as the Elixer is 


Natural, the Liquor Alkabeft is Artificial, and as 
Ludovicus de Comit. ſays, very difficult to be ſearch'd 
into; for it may be variouſly thought of, being Ar- 
tificial z for the Subject as it tends to Generation and 
Corruption in order to a more Excellent Birth, is 
then vile and mutable, Proteus like puts on all 


Shapes; and what we ſearch for muſt be pure and 
clear, aud above all things Immutable; ſo that here 


is Chymical Faith required to believe before-hand, 


And after ſight will Aſtonilh Reaſon to Contemplate 


it, crying out with an Holy Admiration, O Lord! 
how wonderfull art thou in all thy Works. 
Reader! If you would Confider the work o 
Creation 'twas the very ſame; for out of the rude 
Maſs or Chaos was not only Produced the moſt de- 


ſpicable Object we behold, but alſo the moſt Glo- 
rious Creature that ever was Created, not only Pa- 
radiſe, but alſo the Tranſcendent Glorious Angels, 
fo that from this the difficulties do ariſe, how to 


proceed by Art in {eparation of this Chaos, as alſo 
; | | OE ag the 
| 
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the due BY. and manner of Jo 558 due A gents 
and Patients by the ſeparating of things adj pfdel, 
for tis not ſufficient to under ſtand the Fes Vitæ of 
the Wiſe, but you muſt alſo know, how to preſerve 
it from its Compeer or Water; for being ſeparated 
from the ftri& Tye it had in the Elements, it would 
rather paſs over than come again to Coagulation : 
Again, tis eaſy to be defiroyed,” if you take it un- 
ripe, by the violent Fire of Separation: 
Theſe Difficulties did fo Amuſe and Puzzle me as 
to keep me back from the Poſſeſſion of the ſaid Li. 
inal Fans Years, which Knowledge 1 then valued 
bundantly more than the Poſſeſſion of great Trea- 
ſures z but however bleſſed be God I have great 
Reaſon to ſay, that one Secret ſeldom ' diſcovers 
it ſelf alone, for the Knowledge of one is a large 
ſtep of Entrance into the other; for that ia this 
Subje both of them lye, inviſibly hidden. as it were, 
under the ftrong folds of a Minera/ Ens, which the 
Induftrious hand muft labour to make Manifeft g 
which being Effected, his time will be little enough, 
to Gone wf plate and Admire at the fight « of the O- 
8.815 its wonderful Effects. 
| ſerye, in the Manifeftation tis reduced to the 
ſmalleſt Attoms immaginable, through which it 
ariſes to the Eminent Dignity ſpoken of ; for as 
Helmom and Starkey have it, Ad minimos reduftus 
Atomss in Natura poſſibiles; &c. dignius ſe Corpus non 
\reperiens cui Nuberet: This Latex, which is Vile and 
a ptible, is advanced to the tranſcendent 
ight oF; Purity and Perfection, which Words, 
10 rde MP. re ſoon ſaid, but not ſo ſoon un- 
derftood, ind hardeft of an fo be done; which is 
the Reaſon of the many difficulties mentioned i in 
1 er, concerning its Preparation. 
e, this Operation is in few Words taught 
N where he ſays in his Treatiſe, De vi- 
55 Me broruM Cap, de Hepate, The Proceſs of the 
is (Vt a Co ae ſug reſolvatur, ac deinde 
c ge in Forman be age] feut _Praceſſus 


TE ca- 


. CCC 
Coagulandi et Reſolvendi docet, &c.) Which ſhort 
Proceſs is the greateſt Light that acute FbiJoſopher 
gives concerning this Miſtery; no marvel then if 
the Doctrine of its Preparation remains ſo obſcure in 
the World; for ' Starkey- allows, that Helmont' 
Doctrine is equally as obſcure, as that of Paracelſus, 
and 1 ſay that Starkey's is as Obſcureas either of them, 


and indeed that of Ludovicus de Comit. not much 


clearer z for that of Solution and Intervening Coapu- 
lation is the greateſt Light, that any of the Pbiloſo- 
phers have given concerning the Preparation of this 
Liquor; for there is this Reaſon of ſuch an Obſcura- 
tion, the Proceſs by them given is General, and 
common and alike to moſt or all Chimycal Magifte- 
_ Ties 3 but more eſpecially to the two Grand Arcana's, 
viz. the Liquor Alkabeft and the Philoſophers Elixer, 
But the manner of Solution and © Coagulation is 
quite different, the one is Natural, as already 
ſaid, the other Artificial, and therefore very diff: 
cult, hecauſe it is not eaſily ſearched out, and that 
it may be variouſly conceived of; but that which has 
been hitherto known and demonſtrated by all true 
Artifts is Solution and Coagulation; we hall alittle 
conſider the difference and manner of this Solution 
in both theſe Magiſteries. 1 
The Diſſolution requiſit in order to obtain the 
Alkabeſt is a diſſolving of the Body into a Spirit 
that will never Coagulate into a Body again, but 
the Diſſolution in order obtain the Mercury of Pbilo. 
ſophers is a Diſſolution, wherein the Eſſence of the 
Body is ſo Congealed, as to become a Ferment to 
the Mercury, to Congeal upon the Body again; 
for as the Worthy Treviſan ſays concerning the Pre- 
- paration - of the Mercury of Philoſophers, the 
ſame / Matter muft abide that the ſame Form 
may follow, and that nothing is to be added to 
it, nor taken from it, but a Superfluous Flegm 
and red Earth; for when Bodies are tobe Reno- 
vated it muſt be done by things in kind ; therefore 
Treviſan makes it a great Error to alter mn 
* 3 | . ITN a rom 
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from its Metallic Species; we may ground, that the 
of the Circulated Salt is a Solution ipto Secondary 


ought not to be into every diſtinct Principle, but 
into one Saline Liquor, Homogeneous and Immortal, 
Here this Body of two Faces, or that of old Saturn's 
Urine and the Blood of the Great World are redu- 


duced, it is a Fire, yet in form of Water; 'tis an 


Air, yet Condenſed 3 tis no Corrofive, yet the 


dmoſt ſharp and perpetual Corroſive ; tis not Medi- 
"I cinal yet the Crown of all true Medicine, being a 
1 WW Cleanſer and Purifier in Nature, a Deftroyer and 
Conqueror of Bodies; tis call'd the Fire of Hell, 
becauſe the Spirit that comes from the Centre is 


$ ; 
United to the Blood without the Intermediation of 


the Heavenly Rays of Mercury, yet Acts with that 
MW Purity, as that it finds no Body more noble than 


its ſelf to joyn withal, therefore is not Com miſcible 


with any Ferment, and ſo not capable of Tranſmu- 
tation. „ . 

Theſe Things being conſidered I fhall now come 
to give you a ſhort Scheme of what Belmont ſays 
concerning this Liquor, the firit is what the Artift 
defires, and is Comprehended in theſe Words, Art 
is Solicitous in finding out a Body, which may play 
with us in ſuch a Symphony or conſenting Harmony 

by reaſon of its exquifit. Purity, that no Corruptive 

Principle can find in it any Heterogenities, by which 


4 


to work in it a Diſſipation of Parts: This is the 


Sum of what the Artiſt would attain, and is the 


Chief of all which can be by Art ſought for. The 


Second is, what Art by Induſtry doth find, Com- 
prehended in theſe Words, Religion then ſtood a- 
mazed, the Latex being found, which being redu- 


ced to the ſmalleſt Attoms poſſible in Nature deſpi- 


ſes the Wedlock of every Ferment, in vain there- 
WIT N fore 


Great Work is performed by a diffolution of the 
Body and Congelation of the Spirit, but the work 


Principles, but not into Elements; for nothing of Pro- 
fit can be expected from thence, yet this Solution 


— 


ced to one, and that you may know it when ſo re- 
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fore is its Tranſmutation ſought for, not finding 2 
Body more worthy than its ſelf W may 
de joyned. The Third diſcovers the Anomaly of 
this Production, in theſe Words; But the Art or 
Labour of Philofophy | hath brought forth an Ano- 
malous Product ia Nature, which took. its being 
without Mixture of any Ferment, divers or Hetero- 
geneous to its (elf and the fourth contains a ſhort 
Adumbration of the Proceſs, the Serpent bit him- 
ſelf, revived from the Poyſon into a pure Eſſence, 
over which Death hath no Power. All which to a 
Son of Wiſdom I have, with much Candidneſs alrea- 
dy explained z but for the benefit of Tyros I ſhall 
pow come to give a farther Illuſtration by way of 


* 


Mecanic Demonſtra tion. 
Ik Art will from the Latex obtain a Body, it muſt 
be begun with Coagulation, and with ſuch Magne- 
 »tical,, Earth, as Attracts the Cceleftial Raies and 
Univerſal Spirit, and Concentrates them in the 
Centre, for that in the Centre the pure Parts of the 
Starry Fire is digefted, and in the Centre all the 
Influences meet, and from the Centre does the li- 
ving Ferch proceed; for tis the Central Archaus 
that Sublimes the Mineral Vapour or thoſe pure Spi- 
rits that are of a diffolving Nature; this is the 
Body which Art is Induſtr ious about and defirous 
to know, even the Body of the Univerſal Salt and 
Sulphur of the great World; for in the Mecanical 
Demonſtration from thence proceeds ſuch a Spirit 
which in all Nature has not its Compeer; but be- 
fore tis brought to that Har mony, as to admit of no 
Diſſipation of parts, it muſt have time to maturate, 
and to form to its ſelf ſome pure Garments or a 
Compleat Coagulation, which is done by Succeſſive 
_ Animations, fo as to bring the Spirit of the Earth 
to permanency before it is taken out of its Neft, 
and that is done by ſucceſſive Retrogradations, or 
repeated Coagulations to bring this Tranſyerſe 
Work of the Earth the nearer to its purity, for then 
only it is, that it admits no diſſipation of Parts. 
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The Body being found and thus urified, and its 
Spirit produced from the ſmall Invifible PutrifiedAt- 
toms of the ſame doth cauſe aReligiousAſtoniſhment z ' 
2 from ſo dry a Body as the Earth ſhould prockel 1 
e Central Latex or the moſt hidden Rivulet of the 
great Ocean its ſelf, en in the World being 
0 pure it deſpiſes to Contract Wedlock with 225. , 
ſpecificated Form whatſoever, and ſo its'Tranſmnta- 
tion is - impoſſible, and indeed the oftner this Uni- 
verſal Spirit paſſes through the Entrals of the Ble- 
ments, the greater is its Purity and the fitter for 
Action; for on the other hand Matter could not 
Subſift, but by the continual additional Rays of its. 
Univerſality; therefore, Reader,Retain thy Amuſe- 
ment for a time, and thou ſhalt hear the Philoſophical 
Trumpet calling thee to behold a wonderful rarity, 
even the Indian Brachman's Famous Water Works, 
Contradiftina to all others, as it is a well com- 
ated Body of Fire burning in Water, and in full 
Tutte and not extinguiſhed; for in the Decoction 
the Blood and Urine is Centrally one, but in the 
Coagulation they appear under two Faces; Pbila- 
lethes ſays as much, ſpeaking of the next Matter 
of the Alkabeft, fays tis a Salt and the Fire ſur-. 
rounds the Salt, and the Water ſwallows up the Fire, 
and yet overcomes it not, and ſo is made the Phi- 
loſophers Fire, of which they ſpeak, the Vulgar 
burn with Fire, and we with Water: it being ſo 
tranſcendently pure then ſcorns to be joyned with 
any Compeer, ſo admits of no Wedloc x. 
| Herein Conſiſts the Excellency of this Liquos 
that Art and. Labour conſpire together to produce 
this Ens or being without any mixture of any fer- 
ment Diverſe or Het*rogeneous to its ſelf ; for in- 
deed its Compoſition is wholly from Univerſal Prin- 
ciples, or Virgin Elements, and Inviſible ones too, 
for.the Earth and the Water of this Fountain is as 
| Inviſible. to the Eye of the Vulgar as the Fire and 
Air, but being made Manifeft to the Artiſt do 
Conſpire together to bring forth one Anomalous 
hs Birth; 


* 


Birth; therefore be aſſured, from theſe, Words this 
Great Philoſopher, would point forth, that this Li. 
ud7 is not Compounded of two things of different © 
"Natures, for chen it would be Subject to Death, f 
but of one thing alone even the moſt Univerſal Salt 
of Nature, which is divided into two, and returns 
to one again, ſo conſequently is one in Nature and 
F F 
But now the Adumbration of the Proceſs doth 
Io ſhew the Univerſality and Uncompoundedneſs 
of this Eus, it is repreſented by a Serpent biting him- 
ſelf and reviving from the Poyſon into a pure Effence, 
over which Death has no Power; obſerve the 
=. Antient Egyptians always by a Serpent underftood 
= this Univerſal Spirit; becauſe of the Subtilty of 
its Parts, and that Creature of all others is the moſt 
Subtil, and therefore well may it figure forth by the 
holding its Tail in its Mouth Natures Circulation 
from one Univerſal Element to another, till all the 
Elementary Qualities are unbanded, and the pure 
Eſſence of all extracted, which moves upon an Im- 
mortal Hinge and therefore will admit of no Diſſi- 
pation of Parts or Evaporation of Moyfture ; for as 
it is 'Homogene, tis of an equal Volatility, and 
being the Cœleſtial Eire made Terreſfial by its own 
Power can't be deſtroy'd by any ſpecificated Body 
whatever, therefore well might Helmont fay, as 
there is but one Fire in the World, ſo there is but 
one Liquor, none other partaking in Quality with 
it, as the Adepti do know and ban teftitie: Which 
Liquor is that which will, Sampſon like, make 
ſport for the Artiſt, and do more than ever 
the Lords of the Pbiliſtines could have expected 
from him, plucking down and deftroying as he did 
not Houſes, but the moſt Compact and Solid Bo- 
dies of Minerals, and like a Valiant Conqueror 
maintains his Ground againft all oppoſing Enemies : ? 
but feware the Kings, Lords or Nobles, that have ( 
been ſo happy toſee the Battle fought by this Ano- I 
| malous Combatant, not only for the Reaſons afore f 
W r n- 
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render'd, but alſo for the tedioufneſs of the Prepa - 
ration, which we ſhall now come to ſpeak of and ſo 


Conclude this Chapter. 


As to the time of preparing this Liquor tis long ; 


and tedious, which #elmont alſo Complains of, but 


Starkey explains this to be more upon the Account 


of the Stink in the firſt Preparation, than of the 
tediouſneſs or length of time; for he Limits it to 
a few certain Days, which I know is impoſſible to 
be Effected, unleſs he begins to Calculate from'the 
time that the Body is ripe and fit to be broke hy 
Violence, and to be diftill'd over into a Spirit, then 
to Unite the Blood or other Face may be accompliſh'd 
in his time: But for my part I do comprehend from 
Helmont what Experience ſhews, viz. that the time 
is long and tedious, and attended with many diffi- 
culties, which Helmont alſo knew; or elſe he would 
not a Complain'd ſo much for the loſs of his Bottle ; 


* 


Crying out, O that I had removed my Receiver; 


from whence we may readily Conceive, that he 
ſuffered Loſs :  Ludovicus de Comitibus puts the 


* 


' Queſtion beyond doubt concerning the tediouſneſs 
of the time where [peaks of the Reduction and Re- 


 trogradation ſaying, it can't be perform'd by com- 


mon Labour ; but requires both Art and Time, 
which, he ſays, is long and therefore whoever 
thinks to obtain it by Violence and in a ſhort time 


ſhall find himſeif much deceived, for he can never 


bring it to any final Complement, and conſequently 
will never be able to know what Vertue tis Im- 
power'd withal, even that Fiery and Vital one 
for that it is deſtroyed by force by his Compeer, 
Which Helmont and Starkey do allow, but tell not 


ES, 


- what that,Compeer is; but that excellent Son of 
Art Ludovicus aforeſaid, ſays tis Water, therefore 


Il attribute to him the Praiſe, his Writings giving 
me the firſt Light of diſcovery, what this Compeer was 
O Reader, thou muſt of neceſſity allow that it is 
A time of Tediouſneſs as well as difficulty to Con- 


centrate the Benignent Spirit of the Worlt, to 


make 


mare ke ſuch a ftrong Sulphureous and Saline Liqui an 
f it, as will diffolve thehardeft Metals, even IN ”_ 
that oppoſe Common Fire, are by this Lignor radi- N. 


Fee ene being 3s we may calf it, the re "a 
Eſſence of the Elements Heavenly and Earthly i | 


"and what 7ypifes the Fire of the 1aft Judgment, 85 
. 7 65 is permanent over the Elements in a Quin- 5 
Hent 


> 
c 
* 
4 


ntial Nature, ſo that the Degrees of its purity 13 
ere not to be wonder d at z the Artiſt hath great I 446; 
Due to Bleſs and Praiſe the Lord his God, who i {11 
Bath made him an Inſtrument to produce a clean ti 
thing out of an unclean, which that Good Man T 
Job ſo much Queſtion d ſaying, who can bring 2 l the 
; Clean thing out of an Unclean, ſurely none but 
"God alone z ſo that we fee the beſt of Men ſpeak 
but according to that Knowledge, which the Al. 10 


Z " mighty thinks fit to reveal unto them ; for he diſpo- i fte 
Us | leer Koss e as of Rivers, communicating it 1 

. tor oy alk 2 Me 15 Feeref Paul's Pope f 

Found and Candid, Fudge not Ignoramiy of thing: . 

thou underftandeft not: For indeed if we look up- * 


. on the thing aright tis properly the Work of God; WW 
for as 1 ſays concerning the Exaltation of the 
Work in the great Elixir, tis done Chriſti Gratis, W 5. 
Importing that Man can't alter the ordain'd Courſe Il & 
_ "of Nature, but as an Inftrument in the Hand of I e 
. God ſtands ftill to ſeea mighty Feen but 
We are ſpeaking of that where Art muſt lend her 
help, becauſe Nature is alter d from her uſual 
Courſe, and a Clean thing is alſo requir d; but 
. this is a Talent not Committed to every one's Truſt. 
Na this clean thing can never be Produced but by 
9 Radical Union of the foreſaid Principles, not only 
hy a bare Aſſociation or Appoſition of Parts, ſo that 
the ſame may be ſaid of this, as is ofthatUnion of Su- 
bur and Mercury in the GreatWork,viz.they can ne- 


4 


ver more be ſeparated, neither inLoye nor Woe, this 


RadicaMnion da Prindpally required in tis Liquor, 
as it is in A39%b,which is a Volatile Tender Spirit for 
Wai Leun; Now this bring eee from 
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many Fleterogenities hath no Eminent fineſt, but 

is.2 Ponderous, ſubtil Liquor, which Will not ill | 

"oper but in a <onfiderable Degree of Heat in 

ff.. and adniits of ts 
bit 


1 © b 


URINE of fr, a thier Poniterovs 
5p fits do: Phiaterbes Tyeaking of the Sub ſtancr and 
Preparation of this Liquor delivers himſelf thus; 


Ie a Noble Circulated sait prepared with won: 


Fe Alle anſwers the deſires of In Ingeni⸗ 
qus .Artiits. yet tis not any Cor git 

quid by a. bare Solution, but is a Saline Spirit, 
which, Heat cannot 'Coagulate by evaporatfon of 


* 


the "Moifture, but is of A Spiritual Uniform Sub- 


fance, Volatile; which in a gentle Heat will Diftil 


ftvod in a Requiſit Heat of Sand; o is there an 
Exaltatſon made far above what Nature gs exer 
able to perform. 4 9 Ran 


e 1 % e tac 3.00 be under- 


4s 
＋ % 


Thus 1 have deliver'd the difficulties and alſo 


touched at the Fire and given you the right way 


of its Preparation from Point to Point, I have de- 
clared the Truth without Defe& or Ambiguity of 


Words ; and have as formerly mention'd, ſhewed 


you that no ftrange Ferments are uſed, the Prin- 
ciples being "Centra | 
Cbaos, which being ſeparated and brought again 


ſly contain'd in the Original 


to an Indiſoluble Union, is, the Serpents devou- 


ring his own Tail and ſo renovating into that, upon 


which Death can have no Power: but this cannot 


be perform d, but by the help of Fires of divers | 
ry, Convenient Veſſels, fit Furnaces and Glaſſes, 
and a 


confiderable time to boot, without all which 


it will be impoſſible for the Artiſt to obtain his de- 
fired end, being as I have deliver'd, much eafier 


to know the Matter, than to find out the true man- 
ner of its Preparation, which is chiefly arid princi- 


pally to be ſought for at the Hand of the Almighty z_ 

- theſe are Secrets which belong to the Divine 1 

ſury, and therefore the Aid or free lxave of the 

Triune Power muft be implored, to open the Door 
wg pact xp 


of 


it; yet tis not 4 Ard heb Salt made 
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fore remaj 
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Vet I, have not been d lig in | theſe Sheets to 
Communicate my cr ce, 625 Candidly to ſhew 
the Te far g Dy Liquor, Io far 


as Was out An it to the 
Hands 410 debauched, I. Per dus and Impoſtors, and 
he that can't gather it from, what is here. delivered 
will ſcarcely obtain it from the Voluminous Cir. 
cumlocutions of other Writers; who have ſo Inter- 
mixt the Preparation and intangled it with the 
Philoſophical. Mercury, that the Artiſt ſtands in need 
of 4r144ney's. Clew to lead! him out of that Laby- 


;Tinth z,,in which Maze that the Ingenious may 


be no longer bewildred, I ſhall in the following 


| ene iſtinctiy and clearly diſcoyer the diffe- 


ren en the Liquo . WINTER of 
the Pos a 1 e 1551 awe 
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The Hifference between this Liquor and the 


Mercury of the Philoſophers. 
gu 00153 ne Des 60] 7726-4. 


He Labour of the Candid and honeſt hearted is 
1 to tintie thoſe difficult Knots, which the envi- 
ons have always been endeavouring to tye, and to 
bring the Induſtrious out of that Labyrinth, where 
they have been entangled and bewildred, ſo as to 
looſe the Right Parh, and for this end J am willing 
to lend my Hand to conduct the ſearcher through 
this Wood where many an honeſt hearted and la- 
borious Man I am well ſatisfied have loft their Way, 
as not being able to diſtinguiſh the different Path 


of the Liquor Alkaheſt and Mercury of Philoſophers, 


deſigning this Chapter as a Plain and knowing Pi- 
,, . GUN 0 
I hope that nothing but Ignorance it ſelf will 
queſtion the Verity of what I have here deliver'd con- 
cerning the Foundation of the Alkabeſt and Mercury 
of * Philoſophers to be one, ſeeing I have on my ſide not 

only Experience, but alſo the Teſtimony of worthy 
Sons of Art, that they do both proteed from the 
firft Chaos, before Art hath undertaken to work up- 
on it: But here the difference comes, one is pre- 


pared in a way agreable to Nature, the other Arti- 


ficial; and confequently really diveſted from the 
Generative Power, being drawn beyond the Pre- 


de ſtination of its Natural Seed; the exact Exam - 


ple of which may be ſeen in a Grain of Wheat, 
when tis ſoun iti its proper Matrix, in order to 
Multiplication by Generation; or when it is Ar- 
tificiallß Prepared and Fermented, and ſo drawn 
intoSpirit,in which Work the Seminal and Generative 


Virtue is wholly deſtroyed: For here there is made 


an Artifictal Solution of the Seed not into Ele ments 
of 


F 
{; 
f 
10 
þ 
' 


Univerſal, Fountain there may be ſome- likeneſs in I N. 


the Liguor Altabeft diffolyes every Viſible and Tan- 


ſtronger than any Fire for it reduces the Body of 


. (28). Rt | 
of Diſſolution 'tis wholy diveſted of its Metallic Seed, 
and Conſequently made ynfit for the Act of Gene. 
ration, as was ſhewed juſt nom in the Example of 
the Grain of Wheat: So by conſequence muſt bring 
4 - conſiderable difference at their Reſpective 
Ends. K obi $63. on eis 
Yet nevertheleſs both theſe as they ariſe from one 


1 


them and for this Reaſon, the Deſcription does in be 
ſome Sence reſemble both the one and the other 
that feu have been. able to diſtinguiſh the true dit- 
ference; and the more by the ſhifting Speeches of  T 
Writers, who confound the one with the other, that an 
fo the Artiſt may be eaſily entangl d, becauſe they 
have not ſa, much as differenced them in Name, 
Nature or Operation; for Van Helmont ſays, that Wl th 


gible Matter into the firſt Ent, preſerving its Power, 
which, Words preſerving its Power is alſo attributed t 


to the Mercury of Philoſophers; other Philoſophers t 


ſay, tis a fiery Water, and Lightſom, and Tur ba 
Philof, and Senior ſay, our Water is a; Fire, and 


Gold into a meer Spirit, which the Common Fire f 


could never be able to do; the like alſo ſays 4rtc- 


to the Aikabeſt : Helmont ſays that as there is but 


x 
phius 3 the very ſame thing is by others attributed | 
t 


one Fire in the World, ſo there is but one Liquor in 
the World, no other partaking in Quality with it; 
and Geber ſays, the moſt high hath given us the 
Knowledge of this Water, which lights the Can- 
dle gives. Light to Houſes and yields abundance of 
Riches: It would be too tedious to enumerate the 
Parallels of this kind concerning the Alkabe/# and 
Mercury of Philoſophers z ſo that tis very difficult 


. for the unskilful and unwary to diftinguiſh their 


true difference, which is moſtly to be Comprehend- 
ed from thoſe Words, where tis ſaid, the one is a 


| work of Nature, the other of Art; ſo are they 
different in appearance, for as a late Author ſays, 


that 


VF WH yu t=T 


7 N : | 
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tnat 1 may prevent a Common Error, vit. the con- 
founding our Natural Diſſolvent with our Circula- 


ted Salt or Alkabeſt, ſome Ignorant Boaſters who 


neither know the one, nor the other, having taught 


that they are both the ſame, I ſhall ſo far ſhew the 


Difference, that no Vo but may effectually diſtin - 
guiſh; them in his Theory. Know therefore, and 


Note well this ſhort diſtinction, there is no Affinity 
between them either in Matter or Operation: They 
differ in Matter, as much as one Species doth from 
another, the one being Metalline, the other. Saline: 
They differ in their Operations, as much as Love 
and Wrath; the one in Love Preſerving, the other 
in Wrath Deftroying, Life and Motion.. 

This Author by his good leave ſpeaks right in 
the Operation, but ſtrains the String too far con- 
cerning the Matter, as too many Reformers do, 


and ſo cauſe Errors on the other Hand, equal to 
tkoſe they would Reform, thereby making many 


to grope for the Door of Entrance, or middle way, 
which ſeads directly to the Path of Truth: For be- 
ſure as they proceed from one Matter, both Uni- 


yerſal, there is ſomething of Aſſimilation in them 5 


for as much as they are both performed by way 
Solution and Coagulat ion, both tedious and difficult 


in ſearching out ; and the Subject Matter ſo far ex- 
alted from its former State, as that it becomes 4 
Work of Wonder; and for certain they muſt have 
| ſymething of likeneſs, or elſe thoſe. Artifts were ve- 


ry Ignorant, who gave them one Denomination, 
calling them by the like Name, as Fiery Water and 
Watry Fire, 
Alkabeß, which is all Ghoft or Spirit, the firſt Zys 
of Salts, and have attributed Supernatural Vertue 


to both; and from theſe and ſuch like Univerſal 
Terms and Names, tis very eaſy for the Searcher to 


be deceived. 


4 * 


Wberefore I ſhall now come to give you a clear 
and general Account, wherein they agree, and 
wherein they diſagree, and then ſhew you the Rea- 


ſon, 


2 


mmortal and Homogeneous Eſſences, 


— 
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ſon; why they ate Thüs -Aeſtribeduu net give jon 


rde krut agcd Froßet fignification bf ehe word Albabeſt, 


and WHY Felmont"g#ve"'the'Ziquor\ this Name; for 
_ I-have? taken "ſors pairs! after *th&oTaquiry there- 
of ſo Hat I am able to render a Sätisfäctory Rea- 
ſofitt yt fc, /EI 36 gate on 1601 Sende 
Let of all 1 (hall In ſtanes in ſohe pattichlars, 
berein they agree : Firſt, the Mertuty of che Phi- 
1ofophirs: and this Cireulated ' Sale agrees)" in that 
they are both Univerfa};/ od for ti Graduation and 
ExXHtariod of Metals, the other fori'Difſylving all 
Bo49es =:S6contly;, -Theyagree in this}' that as one 
preſerves the Seed id order to Mufdiplicition by 
Generation, ſ6"the other preſerves mne (Cra, and 
Median Vertue of Species in orderfro healing; 


fot bin the Diſſolution it admits o Nothing to fly 


' away ia Fame! Fhirdiy, They agted in this, the 
ont is the Emblemiof Man's Regenera ta and eter- 
nas Salvation, the other of Man's Diffolution and 
Deſtruction; Tor: in the Preparation they are both 
toche ben: bouftnty, They boch agkeei in the Pene- 
tratſon of Bodies Fi che one enters to the very Cen- 

tra Life of them in order to the Multiplication, 
the othet pierces to their very Centre in order to 
their Separation and Diviſion; for it ſeparates be- 
teen their Central Mercury and Sulphur: Fifthly, 


They agree in the Matter and Manner of Prepara- 


tion, us to the Matterthey both Proceed from the 
firft Ens of Salts and as to the manner, tis Solut ion 
and i fatervenivg Ooagulation, till! brought to an 
exatted Perfect idn ar SixThly and Laſtly, They agree 
in thatthey are hyth made from the Univerſal Chaos, 

as Al ſd inithe manner of their Com poſition for the 


Merru y lof the r- is Compëunded of Sulphur 


add Mert bubthe>piquor Altabeft of Salt and Fire 
anct: Blood; aud hôth brought to ſuch an Indiſſolu- 
ble Bond of Love and Unity, as never to be ſepara- 
tert eichero in Love or Wo; both Homogeneous and 
Immortal, and both Univerſal Diſſolbents: Having 
ſhewn- wherein they agree, I | ſhall no- come to 
- ſpeak of that wherein they diſagree. Firſt, 


* 
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... Firſt, They) FP, in; this, whereas: the Fork of 

the Philoſophers Mercw 910 3 Natural, ſo the 

Proceſs o the Immortal Diſſolueyt is;:meerly Artif 
al: For as in this Work the. Sul phur or Gal) is ex- 
Ited to: the, highe heft Pitch, and. 9857 of Perfettion 
* in the preparation aß the gregt Hilech * Paracel- 


„it iz reduced from. a Natural to.a Contranaturgl 


. Fecondly, They een this, where the 
Mercury, of eh E. Philoſophe ry: 187 an Homogenequs 
Metallic Ens Co. Vetknti n its parts, true Mercury, 
of a middle Subſtance 38 like pure Silver, being 


bright Cceleftial and Shining, and not ſo Efſential to 


any thing as Gold, it being 1 its Univerſal] Mother 
does radically congeal. -upon.it.z therefore as Levi. 
ſen ſays, no Menſtruum is rofitable in the Phi 
phic Work, but that which, diſſolyes the, Body. 
a Generative ;way,; and then recongeals upon. the 


Body: diſſolved, 0 the 'Philoſophier: $ a of the 


Body is,a Congelation of the Spie and 
Account, they have rejebtec All thoſe Solutlojs. as 


Sophiſtical, where the Liſſo dluem and DiſſolVed re- 


main not Permanent together? Whereas the, Alta 
beſt. or Sal Ciręuluum is 4 Saling 21quor, and 45 


fore by Paracelſus ſometimes. called the Liu 
Salts and 47. Diſfolve b be but temains n 
5 0 ber, hel ng as ca ſy ſep ble. from. them, 
the Spirit, Sulpbur is frog 
isa Biſagreement between 1 0 Mercury of the Phy 
lefophers and en Altabeſt in the manner of their 
Operation: and; Action on Bodies, for the Mere 
diſſolves Gold and all Precious Stones and P B's 


hirdly, 5 Then | 


by way of Generation, and Exaltation, for the 
Life and Vertue is Multiplied, and they, may be 


reduced to their firſt Form in greater ertue and 
Ponte ap 1 more Value to the Metallurgift and 
n et, but, the Liquor Alkabeſt diſſolves not only 


d, but alli 113 the other Metals, by way of De- 


frukt. on, ſo that the Generative Virtue js deface a 
and 6 holy berge. and in- 50 Reduktion ion 
Ar nec Matter it gives-a Fei Fee 0 


\ 
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\yhetr Diverfity, us Metals into Sulfbir and Meru, 
| Meatiey into'a Saline Tiquor, and Pextes wren dilly 
 "Faice;. n the Mercur) 
'of Philoſophers at the end of its Preparation will be- 
come fixt and Permanent abiding all the fiery Try. 
"als, in form of a'Calx, yet as fuſſble as Wax Pene- 
_ *trating Mercury, and other Volatile Bodies before 
their Flight and fixes them j whereas the Liquor 
Alkabeſt at its reſpective end of Preparation is a 
Ponderous Saline Liquor in form of Water, which 
will moyſten the Hand and every thing elſe, and as 
It is wholy Saline and Volatile *twill not endure the 
Fire, but will remain in its form Diſtilling over in 
a Saline Liquor, being altogether Tncapable of 
Coagulation, and by that means diſſolves all fixt 
Bodies whatſoever, not into Elements but into 
More ſimple Parts. Fifthly, Their Difference con- 
ifts in this, whereas the Mercury of Phifoſophers is 
made by a remiſs Fire of Generation, even the 
Aireal Life and Lunar Fire being the Medium in 
perfetting it by, gentle Decoction from Point to 
Point, which Regimen of the Fire has been careful. 
Jy hid by all Artiſts, in that tis callett the Veſſe! 
+ Nature, or Mercurial Veſſel, Pondus Nature : 
" Whereas the Liquor Atabeſt is matte by the moſt 


violent Fire of * for the Spirit is by Vio- 
lence not only” Dire from the Earth in Fiery 


form; but that is United to the Blood, whic 


Auces that Helliſh Fire that brings af Imperfect Me. 


tals to a greater Imperfectneſs, though not with- 
ſtanding it makes them the mote Powerful and Ef- 
ficacious for the expelling and rooting out of Dif- 

iſes and Tnfirmitiesz for being brought to their 


as being then thin and Spirituous, and ſo perforn 
that in the curing Diſeaſes, which in their Hard and 

roſs 5 3 FX En _ 
5 Iy and Taftly, The Phbilgſepbers Merch and 
Liquor Aale Aker in this, the one may be 
brought to an Uaiverſal' Medicine, che other has 


* b 


ft Ent they diſſolye and circulate wlthour for ces, 
form 


„do Medicinal Vertues in't: For as Pbilaletbes ſays; 
dis Mercury thus tenovate or new born, may by 
the Philoſopher be diverſly | handled; for he may 
take it from the Fire, and Circulate and Cohobate 
this Mercury by a Peculiar Operation, which is 
partly Mechanical, till he have a moſt admirable, 
puͤre, ſubtil Spirit, in which he may diffolve Pearls 
and al} Gems, and Multiply them or his' Red 
Stone, befote it be united with a Metal in Projec- 
tion, for the making of Aurum Potabile: And in 
this Mercury, thus Circulated, is doubtleſs the 
My ftery of the never fading Light, which I have 
actually ſeen, but yet not Practically made. Ina 
word, every one who hath this exuberate Mercury, 
hath indeed at Command the ſubject of Wonders 
which he may imploy himſelf.in many ways, both 
admirably and pleaſantly. And certainly, he that 
hath this, needs no Information from another; 
himſelf. now ftanding in the Center, he may eaſi- 
ly view the Ciratpforedce, and then Operation 
will be, next the Spirit of God the beſt Guide: 
So that the Mercury of Philoſophers, being brought 
to fixity, may be made an Univerſal Medicine, 
55 the Curing all Diſeaſes, and Renovating and 
eftoting to Youthful ſtrength and Vigour; where: . 
as the Liquor Alkabeſt, be it never ſo highly mul- „ 
plied or Exalted, cannot properly be ſaid to be a | 
Medicine, but a Menftruum, which is a Properhelp | 
or Medium to prepare Medicines by, and in it 
ſelf ſtill remains unchangeable, being as Starkey 
ſays, endued with theſe Qualities ; vir, *Tis a a 
Ponderous Liquor, 1 7 indeed all Salt, without 
any Watry Flegm 5 it is all Volatile being wholly 
a Spirit, without any Corporeity left in it; of no 
eminent Odour, for all things which ſend out an 
odour conſiderable, are for the moſt part of a very 
Volatile Nature, or conſiſt of many Heterogeni- 
ties. Tt is not therefore Volatile after the manner 
of Spirit of Wine, Urine, or the like, which fly 
with the ſmalleft _— of heat, but ( like unto - 
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| Tr this 91 15 ris Foam . 
b table Conmrete, and made it Volatile, vil fuſe 


he ſame by a gentle: hou. of Balneum Mariæ 8 
he all Epafatel from its ſelf, E. 88285 ; 


99S; what has been here l, concerning the 


ent and Diſagreement; of theſe two, I ho 
25 © Al ent aan e after Art 0 2001 
1 batzefktln, and for the fut eh from thoſe 
doubts and Errors, which might before 42 
much Trouble anc Perret {1 mind : This was 
the end Tako oſed to my "Caf edge the 
_ Whole of my diſcourſe z this 9 5 ore may ſuffice 
as to this 1125 3 I ſhall now 


the Proper Names of this ; Difllnent. 8 


But by the > Jay ( Reader) ohſerve, that * 


Invention Liquor, in theſe. Parts of the 
World” is peg to Paracelſus; thus Pbilaletbes, 
and alſo Ad „that among the Moors and Arghians, 
it bath been, and is _ this d y, commonly known 
to the Acuter ſort, of Chymifts, then conſequent- 
ly ue mu $i depend, that Paraceſſus did give the 
moſt ſignificant and Prop per res (2 to it, 00 tis 
plain Fm Helmont's own 821 that he dili- 
_ gently Studied and Traced his Wo and at length 
85 gh Labour came to underſtand them, = 
among other things, obtained the Knowledge 


of Ab a. diflolying Menftruum, a5 Paracelſus 


4 I ee dn Nature, ſpiritual acting, and 
| after almoſt innumerable Actions 
the fame, (Sp irits being immortal ) and. 117 Liquor 
proving lo, therefo re nor t .impreperly called 
it Albabeſt; altho', as e 

Name doth more properly belong to lercury 


n writes of; and ſeeing this all to contain 


* 


of Philoſophers, and that, this was the de gn of Pa- 


racelſus in it; howeyer by the way ſhall examin 
| . dexivation or Root, of this Word, whick is 


from 


proceed to of of 
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| remaining 


ſhew by and by, this 


© - 7 co 


Solution an 


n 
from the Beigic or rather Mb Duich Language; 
in Holldrd or Flanders, where 'Van Heliont 1 
rGeeft] is as much as to (iy in Engliſh [Spirit] and 
in the German Tongue, tis much higher and Gut. 
tural; being express d [ Alcbabeſt, ] which ſigni⸗ 
fies [40 > Spirits of all Spiritual; ] Which Word 

[ Achabeſt ] Paratelſus makes mention of in the 
Tenth Book of his A#chidoxts. Chap. 6th. where 
treating of the Virtue of the Members, ſays th at the 
Liquor aer dies great porer of Conſerying 
and Comforting the Liver, and cofiſequeritly of 
Preſerying it from the Propfie, and all ſuch as a- 
riſe from the defect of the Liyer, arid ifthe Livet 
is diffolved or broken, it ſtands in the Place of a 
new Liver: The Proceſs thereof is this, jt tuft he 
reſolved from its Cosgulated ſtate, and Coigulated 
again into a Tranſmuted Form, as the Proceſs, of 
Coagulation and Diſſolution Teaches. This Pafſage 
is the only Place, wherein Paracelſus has made 
uſe of this Name, it being not to be found elfe- 
where in all his Writings , ſo that tis plain uit 
that Helmom has borrowed this Name from him, 


therefore we muſt according to Reaſon and Expe- 


rience conſider, whether Paracelſus meant this 97 
guor or ey becauſe the Proceſs ſet n , 
Coagulation is alike aud Common, 
(as hath been already touched at,) not only to 
the Preparation of both theſe Arcanums but likewiſe 
to moſt Chymical Magiſteries. 


Now the Liver is the Fountain of the Bloed, 


and is the ſeat. of Life next the heart, the Blood 


being there Prepared for a further Elaboration 
and Purification, in order to give the Body, its 
Nouriſhment for the Production of Seed, and 


Conſequently for the maintaining of Life, ©c, 


And *tis plain by experience; that this Liquor will 
by greater length of time, diſſolve all mixt Be- 
ings by its Active, Thin, Spirituous Penetrative, 


Diſſolving and Homogeneous Nature, in a Natu- 
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ral degree of Heat equal to that of the Liver, 
and ſeparate them into their diftin& Subſtances, 
luftcrig, wp any thing to fly away in Air or 
| Fume z ſo that to me here ariſes the difficulty ta 
think, how this ſhould work that different Iffect, 
of healing and reftoring the Liver, and not rather 
diflolve it, as it does other mixt beings : The 
doubt is heyond my reaſon at preſent to give an 
Anſwer to,. and I ſuppoſe will ſo remain for ever, 
for 1 do not ſo muchas once intend to anExperiment, 
to try its Virtues in this Caſez having, beſides 
what is already offered, two Subſtantial Reaſons 
againſt it; the Firſt is; that this Liquur being diff 
cult to be prepared, would be too coſtly to be 
'  adminiftered by way of Medicine; for a Reaſona- 
ble Practiſe would ſoon diminiſh a conſiderable 
Quantity, ſo that this great Treaſure would in lit- 
tle time, be exhauſted and come to nothing, if gi- 
ven by 925 of Medicine, whereas tis perpetual 
by way of Menſtruum: The Second is, that the Phi- 
loſophers give no directions for the Exhibition of 
the White Stone inwardly, but in Epilepſies and 
Palſies, and other Diſeaſes of the Brain, which is 
- under the dominion of the Moon, much. leſs its 
White Oyl but for Externals, as Leproſies, Scabs, 
Virulent Ulcers, Fiſtula's, ' Cancers, Noli me tangere, 
and the like; how they ſhould then dare to exhibit 
a Spirit ſo Active and Fiery, yet much more Crude 
than theſe, I know not; neither indeed can I be 
made to believe, that ever Helmont or any other 
of the Adepts, d id ever once ſo much as make uſe of 
it by way of Medicine, and Conſequently could not 
be this Liquor, which Paracelſus meant, where he 


ſpeaks of the Cure of the Liver, hut rather of 
toe Grand” /// wt tos oe 


But tis abundantly more probable, that they 
ſerved themſelves therewith in the Preparations, 
of Drugs and all kind of ſpecies, in order to bring 
them to Magiſteries, Arcana's, Eſſences, anfl Quin- 
„ —— 5. Ki teſſences 
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teſſences, which have a ſuperlative Vertue, eſpeci- 
ally from the Metalline and Mineral Kingdom; 


becauſe what is reſolved by it retains their heal - 
ing Faculty; ſo from theſe Conſiderations I can't 


Conceive that Paracelſus, where he ſpeaks of the 
Reftoring of the Liver, that he meant the Circulatum 
minus or this Liquor, ſo that'tis altogether und emon- 
ſtrable, that this ſingle Diſſolving Menſtruum · ſnould 
be a ſafe and goed Medicine, and Conſequently ſhould 
Cure the Dropſie as is eaſy to be gathered from the 
foregoing Words of Paracelſus, that his Alkabeſt 
really was Medicinal; for he expreſly ſays, if the 
Liver were broken or deſtroyed, it would be in place 
of a new Liver; now from the foregoing Conſi- 
derations, this Liquor can't be ſaid to be a ſafe 
and good Medicine, tis therefore abundantly more 
probable that Paracelſus by the Word Alebabeſt 
meant the great Elixer, that being all Spirits, a 
Quinteſſence, diveſted of all the Elements, and con- 
ſequently of all Earthly and Corporal Qualities; 


for if the Grand Elixer were not Spiritual twould 


never Tranſmute; for by this Spiritual Act, it 
works three Effects, firſt Penetration and Dilata- 
tion; ſecondly by Fermentation and Contraction; 
thirdly by the Acts of the two former, the com- 


buſtible Sulpburs are ſeparated, the pure ones ma- 


nifeſted with additional Tincture and Permanency 
ſo Helmont find ing his diſſolving Menſtruum Spi- 
ritual might eaſily miſtake the Words of Parace;- 


| ſus, and call it Alcbabeſt, and indeed the Name 


is no ways Improper, altho* not uſed for this 


liquor by Paracelſus, unleſs Paracelſus was guilty 
of ſpeaking one thing and meaning another, as 


Helmont himſelf ſometimes is; as I can prove 
from theſe following Words. The Liquor Alcha- 


beſt (ſays he) Reduces all ſenfible and Tangible 


Bodies into their firſt matter, Preſerving the Po- 
wer of their Seed; which as you have all along 


heard it doth not, but their Medicinal Vertue z 
the Property of . Preſerving the ſeed belongs 


to 


| r 
to Azotrh or Pbiloſopbical Mercury; So that if 
he were not guilty here, he was for certain beſide 
the matter; but 1 am apt to believe he was, ſee. 
ing he has not in all his Writings given account 
of the Medicinal Vertue of his Aichabeſt; as Para. 
celſnr goud of bla 7 hci nu ea Ten 


From hence it may be clearly Conceived, what 1 
have inſerted in my former Doctrine, that the Philo. 
ſopbers were many of them guilty of interweaving 
theſe ſecrets together, and calling them, by one 


Name, for tis clear; that Helmont called this di- 


ſolving Menſtruum the Liquor Alcbabeſt, yet ſays 
it preſerves the ſeminal Vertue, when as Paracelſus 
by this Pafſage meant the Grand Elixer; and the 


more evident in this, in that he has given other 
Names to this diſſolving Menſtruum, and thoſe 


moſtly uſed by him are the great Hilech and Fa 
Circulatum for theſe are generally to bè traced 


through his Writings, and tis eaſy to be diſcern'd, 
that he puts a great diſtinction between this diſ- 


| ſolving Liquor ind the Mercury of Philoſophers ; 


for the Liquor, he calls Circulatum Minus, and Mer- 
cury of Philoſophers. Circulaum Majus as is plainly 


to be Proved from the Proceſs given, where he 
ſaith, thou muſt extract the firſt Ens of Mercury 
by Spirit of Wine, and it will come over in a Li- 
quid ſubſtance Which (ſays he ) is called by the 
Philoſophers a moſt ſharp Metalline Acetum, and 


by us in our Archidoxes: Circulatum Majus. Archi- 


dox Lib. 10. Chap. we 4th. . ; 
This Diſtinction and Proceſs cannot be rightly 
underſtood by any, but an Adeptus Duplicatus for 


to the obtaining of this Spirit of Wine the Work - 


as one, and is Peformed by the concurring help of an 


Aſſiſtant; otherwiſe twill be impoſhble to be ob- 


tained but being gotten, the di fernce Conſiſts 
in the Forcible way of diffolving the Body and the 
Natural by the Spirit of Wine, to extract the firſt 
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Zus of Mercury, in which the Blood is united and 


Cleanſed, and ſq hrought to the gentle or Be. 


nignent Fire of Nature, which is one with Cen- 
tral ſalt Nitre and alſo the Magical Sol; for it u- 
nites to the Center with a wonderful Fermentative 
Power: Now this Spirit of Mercury or Mercurial 
Fire and Oyl, is by Artepbius not improperly call- 


ed the Vinegar of Mountains, and by Paracelſus 


the moſt ſharp Metalline Acetum; for it performs 
that wiaich common Fire could never do, vit. 
diffolvts the Body in Preſervation of the Form, 
and brings it to a Spirit, to he exalted aloft in the 


Air, where Ccœleſtial Purity, and the ſtrengthening 


Multiplicative Vertue is z that Spirit, will again 
return to and unite with the Body, which Cir- 
culation is continued till the Univerſal Mercury, 
has extracted the univerſal Sulphur, and then is 
it truly and properly called the Circulatum Ma- 


jut, or Alcbabeſt, as thou. pleaſeſt, the Name be- 


ing proper to the Elixer it ſelf, as may be plainly 


- diſcerned from the foregoing Paſſage of the ſaid 


Author, where he tells yon, that when it has o- 
yercome its Like, it becomes a Medicine for the 
Liver, excelling all other Medicines; and towards 
the end Adds, Verily ſhould the Liver it ſelf be 
broken or diſſolved yet this frands in the place 


of the whole Liver, no otherwiſe than if it had never 
been broken or diſſolved as aforehinted: So that 


the Medicine (from the Authors own Words, 


by which the Liver is Cured is no other than Mer- | 
cury Prepared, Sublimed, Vivified into a new 
Life; and having paſſed the gates of Death comes 


to be united into a twofold Life , Terreſtrial and 
Cœleſtial, and ſo becomes that Medicinal; Tincture, 


-which is a true Emblem of Man's Spiritual Reſto- 
ration, and is in a far higher degree of Perfection 


than this Circulated Salt can be conceived to be; 
ſeeing it may be ſe highly exalted, as to be 
brought to- an Flixer of Spirits, which in a Mi- 
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nute penetrates” the Center of Bodies, being 2 
erfett Concatination of an Incombuſtible fire 


and light, which will admit of an endleſs Multi- 
plication, being each time advanced in Vertue, 


Power and Spirituality; ſo that it becomes a Me. 
dicine not only for Man, dut alſo for Metals, ma- 
king them both Perfect and Permanent, the which 
this wrathful Liquor cannot perform. W i 


For this great Magiſtery hath in it the Exalted 
Vertue and Univerſality of Light, a Quinteſſence 
or Medicine of the higheft Purity in the. three 
Kingdoms of Nature, Animal, Vegitable or Mineral; 
therefore may be properly ſaid to be a Medicine for 
the Liver, this being a Member or Part; which ſo 
much Concerns the Life of man: Now this will 


manifeſt it ſelt here a Medicine above all Medi- 


cines in order to reftore firm Sanity : And that 


it may be yet more plainly conceived, that Para- 


celſus ſpoke concerning the Philoſophers Jincture, 


I é will quote the Words of the famous Arabian 


Prince Geber in bis 4th Book Chap. 11. There 
is a Medicine (ſays he) of a_ twofold Nature 
of the third order, yet but one in Eſſence and 
manner of working ( afterwards cunningly adding) 
there is notwithſtanding an Addition of a Ci- 
trine Colour'd Salphur, which is perfected by a 


moſt clean ſubſtance of fixed Sulphur: Behold 


how its like is overcome after the firſt Prepara- 
tion This plainly ſhews that the like, which is to 


be overcome, is the very ſame, that Parace/ſus 
| ſpoke of, as I have experimental Reaſon to believe: 


This from the Teftimony of Dorneus and Ludovi- 


cus de Comit. is alſo confirmed to be that” of the 


great Elixer, 


Concerning its Spirituality, I ſhall add a Paſſage 
or two more for the greater Confirmation of 
of what is here ſaid : Baſil Valentine, ( in his laft 


Will and Teftament and Allegorical Expreſſions 
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(Pig. 247 between the Holy Trinity and the , 


10 Philoſophers Stone,) Compares his Mercury to God '  ' | 
ti. the Father, as being a Spiritual Body 3; and the Ph o 
ce, I loſophers Sulphur or Gold to God the Son, who is | 


e. God and Man, which Sulpbur muſt dye and riſe 
a- again for its Brothers and Sifters ſake, being then 
ch a glorious Body, redeeming and Tinging them to 
Eternal Life: and when theſe two come together 
faith he, they are called Mercury Duplicate 3 from 
-4 vhence proceeds our third Subſtance, which is our 
ce Glorified and fixed Sol, the Pbiloſophers ſtone, or Spi- 
ee titual Eſſence of the Philoſophers, called the Triune 
uz Stone, proceeding from Two, Water and Spirit, 
or Animal and Vegitable in the Mercury and the Mi- 
ſo neral living Sulphur of 30/, which are Three, 
il Two, and yet but One. Now obſerve; this Authors 
i- Mercury Duplicate is the ſame [ Like, ] with that of 
at Geber and Paracelſus, which the Mercury will over - 
4. come, and then it becomes the Medicine or Aicha. 


e Thus having given you ſome Account and Reaſon, 

e of the Names impoſed by Authors on this Liquor, 

d 1 ſhall now come to give you ſome Reaſon for our 

Additional Name, viz. Trifertes Sagani, which is as 

j- I Proper a Name, for this Liquor, as any given by the 

2 Bl Adeprs, it being Spirits born in and Predominant 

d over the fire, nay it lujabits the fire, even that fire 

chat hath Power to diſſolve the four Elements and 

o Reduce them to its own Nature of Univerſality. 

Now this Liquor being thus Prepared is a Com- 

: pleat Key to the Medicina} Art, and doth open the 

- Treaſury of Medicines in the three Kingdoms of Na- - 

e 2 in a way ſuccedeanous to nothing but the great 
J. 1 * | | 565 | 


But ſeeing the uſe of this Liquor is manifold and 
various and will require a whole Chapter, I ſhall 
omit ſpeaking of it here and refer you to the next; 

vhe re its vertues are fully ſhewnz and come a little to 
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bse edle of u labortos Sexrcher, which he 


mests withal in is ſearch: Phe firft Exercife js to 


comè to the knowledge of #true Subject Matter which 
is very diffiealt: for che Philoſophers" Words concer- 
ure ſ0>obſture' and hidden, and the Matter 
Involvech in (ach Tropot and Merapbors, that it re- 
quires à more than ordinary help to come to a 


right underftanding to "aiftinguiſhy rigbtiy and 


tray and jpg what the Mitter is, which ee 
e 1 is <andjaly* done in theſe Sheets. 


e * T0 MG 6 * \ he Mt * Wy 1 Mt Þ 


by The ſecond Difliculty that ea Labourdrin meets 


withilgi is todiſtinguiſh het ween true Books and thoſe 


which ure falle Ind Sophiffically Written, which in- 
deed ib a Labyrinth, equally' as difficult as the 
former concerging the Matter ; For a falſe Author 
is llkem wrong Guide upon a Journey, for if in the 


beg luning of the ſamè; He goes but a few ſteps 


ima wrong Patch, and” then follows the ſame; may 
in the Concluſion be led clear contrary to His deſigh- 


ed end; and indeed it is of greater Conſequence 
in ſearch, becnuſe there id fe, or none to be 


med Wirth in lf our Courſe; that' cun direct to the 


right way': Nom there Is in Seripture a Curſe pr. 


reunce@0h/all thoſe, who? put the) Find out of His 


way, 'whictv Curt wil take hold on alit hoſe Sopbi- 


ſtioaWoiters, in bas there is nd Blindneſs greater 


thañ the Spiritual Blindneſs whether in things Na- 


titral o Divine, and therefore tis à very great 
diſſiculey to diftinguiſh them al utder, which being 


done the falle are to be fhumd as much ds — 


Devil himſelf, who is the Kuthor 0 all” 
ire. ert ab 41 IN 1% 81 Sn LY 19 1 
79 414 Atte KAN 65 ons 22910 a itt 6534.4 


0 Third Difficulty 3 is acer 1 diftinguiſh- Au- 


thors, to come to ſome knowledge and Under- 


ſtanding of the true, concerning the Scope and 
Intention of their Writing, bath as to Theory 


a4 


and Practice; which indeed is Difficulty! für- 


men 3 aa: Reaſons : - 
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The firſt is their Circumlocutions , and large De- 
ſcriptions of things when as indæed it may be com- 


2 


N 


prehiended-jn little Compass; the ſecond is their 


Multiplicity of Repetitions of one and tlie ſame 
thing, only! with ſome variation of Words, only - 
toamule. the Reader: The third is by ſuch volu- 
minous Writings they have the more room and 


Liberty to Confound their Operations, ſpeakin g 
of one thing where they ought. to ſpeak of anò- 


** 


ther 3 by which: Pre poſterous manner of Writing 


the Searcher can't faib of being bewildred; this is 


not a Fault about the Operations only, but alſo 
about the time of the Operation, which cauſes A- 
bundance of difficult Thoughts in the Operator, 
and makes him many times think thoſe things con. 
cerning Time, which are neither Probable in Na- 
ture, nor poſſible for Art to perform: For what is to 


be gathered from the moſt concurring Writings 
of them all is, that the Matter can't pafs the firſt 
Diſſolution in leſs than five Month and the riper 

and higher Matters are carried, the ſooner and ſhor- 


ter will an Operation be, for in Concluſion it may 
be brought to the Work of a Months, then of 
a Week, and laſtly of a day, which Operations be- 
ing miſplaced cauſe this Error 5 for there is great 

differnce between that Operation, where there is 
ripe ferment and that where.:there is not; for tis 

very difficult to bring bread to riſe without Yeaſt. 


Now the laſt. and moſt; Pt incipal difficulty of all 


is, the want of Suhſjſtance or Money of your own | 

to carry on your ſearch and Labours; for tho you 
have never {6 much Knowledge and have overcome 
all the other difficulties, yet without money to 
build Furnaces, buy Glaſſes and Convenient veſſels, 
and Coals, you can't go forward with your Opera- 


tions; I make no doubt but this was the ſtate of 


the Cleine Boer, aud of that Worthy and fa mous 


Count Bernard Earl of Ireviſ an, to det ain him three 


years from the Jo ſſeſſion of the Magi ſtery after 
| © 3h Ane 
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- he had the true Knowledge of it, and 't hath been] 
the Caſe of many a Worthy Artift, T am ſure it hath 
been very often mine; which is the moſt difficult 


and deplorable Caſe of all, having a large Family 


and their ſubſiſting while yow- are in ſearch, for it 
requires the whole man, and ſo takes him from all 


other buſineſs, and if he makes a Friend, he is ob- 


tain'd with the greateſt of all difficulties; for you 
muſt firft diſcover your Subject; ſecondly your O. 
perations 3 Thirdly the Time, as to the two for- 
mer, let him be ne ver ſo ignorant, he muſt be the 
Judge, and if he does not like it, you then looſe 
both your Friend and your Art to boot; and indeed 
tis very difficult when man goes about ſuch a 
thing to know who is Qualified for it, or what uſe 
he. will make of it when obtained: And as to the 
time, he is very nice in it, if he do except of your 
Propoſals, and to have an Qperation performed 
to every Pundlilio'z and if it is not you muſt expect 
Reprimands, and ſometimes the loſs of your Friend; 
Who, lying as it were, on a Bed of eaſe, little knows 
the hardſhip, Fatigues, Labors, Loſſes and Diſſap- 


pointment, which the Artift ſuſtaines and is ſubjeci 
to z neither indeed dares he to open the ſame for 


fear leſt they ſhou'd become his Enemies; theſe 
things being rightly Conſider'd may be reaſon ſut- 
© ficient to deterr many. a Worthy Labourer from 
bis Search, tothe great loſs and Detriment of Art: 
That none of theſe, or ſuch like difficulties may 
dethy Portion, O Reader! is the defire of him, 
who ſhall Conclude this Chapter with his Well-wi- 
hes to every Sincere Searcher after Art, 
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The Uſe of the Liquor Alkaheſt, | Circw- 4 
latum Minus or great Hilech of Hel- _ 
mont and Paracelſus | 


* this Chapter, T ſhall come to ſhew you the 
. Uſe of the Circulatum minus, Liqour Alchabeff, | 
or Sal Circulatum of Helmom and Paracelſus in diſ- 
ſolving Univerſally all ſublunary Concretes into 
their firſt Matter, none excepted, for nothing op- 
poſes it, but its Compeer or Water, and the Cen- 
tral heart, of Mercury the one deftroys, it, and | 
et the other remains untouch'd by its Activity g 
nd; for all other Beings are ſo Effentially diſſolved, as 
os that they may be brought over the Helm, in 
ap- i their true Eſſences; nay by Cohobation they 
jet may be reduced to an Elementary Water; there- 
fore for the good and Benefit of Mankind, I could 
eſe i be heartily glad that the excellency and Utility 
ſuf- of this Menftruum, were better known, ſince Hel- 
om mont, Paracelſus and Starkey, put ſuch Noble En- 
irt: comiums. on it: for as the firft of theſe ſays, 
hay In Nature there is but one Fire, which is our con- 
im, ſuming Vulcan, none other partaking in Virtue and 
wi- W Quality with it, all the true Adepti have an unde- 
| niable Proof of, which indeed is far more power- 
ful than any Common Fire, for what will re- 
main there, as unconquerable, is by this Liquor 
deftroyed and Altered radically and fundamen- 
rally z the Mechanical Praiſe with it is thus. 


Let this Liquor or Fire be diftilledfrom any Metal 
_ ſoft and Imperfect, and it doth at firſt or ſecond 
time leave them in a fuſible Subftance like Wax, of 
s 
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which the Sulphur or Tincture is diſſolvable in the 
beſt Spirit of Wine, and from the reſi due (being 
kept three days in à vaporating heat) Mercury 
quick and running may*+ be ſeparated, the ſame 
may be done in harder Metals, yea, in Perfect Me- 
tals, in a longer time, by oftner reiterated Coho- 


. bations: 1 ARTE ©. ESTA SIG ANN EA 3 Y 


* 
4 ” 


. 
* 
* 


ATT Ys lon 9. ay ans oe Sr AR emrarte 
But this Fire being once diſtilled from Mercury 
Valgar, it leaves it Coagulated and Fixed, fo that 
it will endure the Teſt of Saturn: It's left ſpungi- 
ous like to a Pumice- ſtone hut heavy like 7 urbirh 
Minerale, brittle and therefore without d ifficulty Ire 
Puſveriſable, which, then Cohobated with Water, Ny. 
diſtilled: from Whites of Eggs it cauſes that di- 0 
filled Water to ſtink, but becomes of the Co. 
Jour of the beſt Coral, whegce its denominated 
Arcanum Coralinum. 0 17 
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This Fire if it be diſtilled from any Gem or 
Stone ſubtilly Pulve riſed, it turns into a meer Salt 

of equal Weight ro the Gem or Stone; Pearts it 
reſolves into a Milk, which is their firſt Eng; ſo 
alſo Crabs Eyes (as they are Vulgarly called, being 
otherwiſe. no Eyes, but Stones found in the head 
of the Crab, ) and ail Vegitable Stones, as Peach- 
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ſtones, Date · ſtones, or the like. 
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In a, Word, this Fire or Liquor reſolves all Ve- 
getables, Animals and Minerals, into their firſt 
Ens, and in ſuch Concretes as Contain in them 
| Heterogenities, it doth. diſcover and ſever (that 
| —=—_ it makes ſeparable ) the ſame, + 6 
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Brut obſerve, this diſſolution is not perform'd like 
1 that, which is made with the Mercury of Philoſopbers 
| 
| 


for that diſſolves Bodies by way of Generation, 


—_ — — — RV ES A, _— Sy 


\ but this by way of Deſtruction, in that it ſepe- 
mates between the Central Mercury, and Sulphur of 
I'M Bodies, agdaltho'* they are very prevalen: as to Medi- 
1 is | „„ 
1 a P SE, 
| 


7 % 
6... 


7 ww — 


* 1 2 8 * youre F * , a 8 5 2 ” FL 4 " et N 7 = 15 * EM q — 
4 y N 1 v* "7 k * 
* . 
G \ * 
- - i - 
N " b * . 5 G 
. s 5 \1 
ne 2 
\ N * 
— 


ants, yet are they totally bereaved and Uireſted 


from any generative Power; ſo that twill be in 


vain for any to expect, Genetatien therefrom, ſexs! 
ing the Liquor it ſelf is prepared by the way. 6Þ 
Wrath; and ſo it diſſolves Bodies; therefore called 
ſonis Gebennay the Fire of Hell; but the Medicines 
prepared by it fur paſſing others, I ſhall 8. | yog 
ſome Particular Examples of it, firſt of ſuch, a 
are of an Inferior Rank, as to Pre patatien, and 


then of thoſe more difficult and Noble 


Now for ſmall Experiments and for the more 
ready uſe of the Alcbabeſt, tis good to provide 
your ſelf of Convenient Veſſels, as (mall as Bgg- 
glaſſes, thick and ſtrong, with ſhort Necks, wide 


mouths, and Ground ftoppers exactly fitted; alſo ſmall 


Retorts with Ground ftoppers, which may ſerve ' 
both for digeftion and Diſtillation; but for great 
Experiments and larger quantities 1 adviſe 'you to 
uſe my hard Metal Jugs made ſizable with very long 
Necks, well tryed which is by putting them into aPail 


* 


or Tub of Water within two Inches up to the mouti 
then blow yeur Breath, if there be any Air hole, the 


Water will Bubble, then not fit for uſe: Theſe“ 
ſerve for Digeſtion, Diſſolution, and alſo Diſtillati- 
on, becauſe you may work them either ſtanding. 


upright,” or lying down, as your occaſion ſhall re- 


quire; being thus provided wich Veſſels you may 
begin your Solutions firſt on Vegitables; Which 


it does Reſolve into their firft liquid Matter, di- 


ſtinguiſhing in them all the -Hetercgenities by 


ſeveral Colours, and diftin@ places, one above a- 


nother ; in which Reſolution there always ſeats it 
(elf in a Diſtinct place a ſmall Liquor, Eminently 


3 


diſtinguiſhable from the reſt in Colour, in which 


the Craſis of the whole Hearb, Tree or Seed, doth 
reſide : in which Retrogradation of the Concrete, 
by this way of Diſſolution, there is no leſs of ver- 
tue, but an Exalting of the ſame by many degrees 
only whatever virulency is in the Crude Concrete, 
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twenty four Hours, and it will be wholly di ol 
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dy this Operation is wholly extinct, with a Pre; 
ſervation notwithſtanding of all the ſpecifick Ver. 
-- appertaining to the Concrete in its ſimpli. 


And furthermore tis to be obſerved, you may 
diflolve all Herbs into their Principles, liquid 
without Sediment, of which part will be unctious 


and fat, eſpecially in Trees, Gums, Seeds and ma. 


ny Roots ; and part Aqueous in which the Volatile 
Salt of the Concrete will appear to the taft, the 
Liquor with its own Oyl you may Circulate into 
an Eſſential Salt, which is indeed the firſt Ins of 


the Concrete z but if you would have things done 


in a lefler time, make your Diſſolutions in a 


ſtronger heat, and diſtill over your Liquor with 
the diſſolved Body in a due fire, ſo will the Oy 


lineſs de wholly turned into a Saline Spirit, which 
in a diftillation by Bath will come over in various 
Colours the Craſis ſeperating it ſelf from the 


Flegme ( both by Colour, Taft aud Smell, as alſo 


by its Time of Coming over the Helm diftinguiſh- 
able) and your- Liquor left behind at bottom, as 


much in quantity, and as EffeQual in virtue, as 
| before z; as for example, This Work does happily 


ſucceed with Bawm, or any other vegetable which is 
better dry than Green) which being only Macerated 


| ſome hours ina gentle warmth, you will ſee it 
ſo diffolved ja ſuch a wonderful manner, that you 


cannot ſufficiently admire the Effect; the Alkabeſt 
being ſeparated from it (or brought over according 


to the former direction) out of Baum you have a 
Noble Cordial for the heart: and thus out of He- 


lebore you may obtain a Noble ſpecifick againft 


the Gout ,- Xypocondriack Melancholy , Calentures. 


and Dejiria's in Fevers: out of Colocymbida an ex- 
cellent Febrifuge; and out of Cædar an Exs for 


long life: For which take the Wood Cedar Zin) 
e 


of the Diſſolvent an equal Proportion and di 


= TOO. 
red in the Conſervation of eyen the very fame 


-odour; the Liquor being ſeparated, it will freely 


diſſolve in Spirit of Wine, or if you firft diſſolve 
them in Spirit of Wine, the Liquor will difſolve 
with it; digeſt and draw off the Spirit of Wine, 
and then you may diſtil off the Alkabeſt with the 
Efſence. of the Concrete, and ſeparate them, as 
you have been directed: Obſerve the Diſſolution 


of this for long Life, muſt be in a gentle heat 0 


like that of the Sun in the Spring and after that 
digefted in a like heat till the Oyl and Water be 
united into an Eſſcntial Salt: 1 ſhould adviſe all 


Vegetables to be prepared in the like Nature, 


if you deſire, to have their Eminent Vertuey 
without loſing thoſe peculiar Excellencies, which 
depend on the Vita ultima of the Concrete, other- 
wiſe a ſpeedier Preparation makes the Medicine 
no leſs Effectual for Curing Diſeaſes, tho leſs po- 
werful as to long Life: out of Myrrh, Alloes 
and Safron, an Excellent Antihectical Medicine, as 
alſo againft ' Lypothymy's, 'Deliquia's, Convulſions 
and Palſies. Thus much for Vegitables, I ſhall 
now give you a ſhort Survey of Stones, Pearl and 
Coraf, and laſtly of Minerals: Tho' I muſt con- 
feſs by the way, that if your Liquor does radically 
diſſolve a charcoal, it is as certain a ſign, that it is 
true, as if it did diſſolve Gold it ſelf; for accor- 
ding to Helmont, the Work ſucceeds well upon 
Charcoal; but tis admirable to ſze how the O- 
perations will be changed and varied according to 
the Degree of Fire, and diuturnity of digeſtion. 


Take of the Stone Iudus, in Subtil Powder, and 
of the Diſſolvent aua, Q. V, digeft twenty four 


hours then diſtil, and tu ill be converted \ wholly, - 


into a Salt, which being Calcined will in a cold 
Moift Air eaſily run p. delig: which will cer- 


_ fainly Cure the Stone with all its Attendants. 
| Take 


H 


4 


n , * "TR of _ | "6 th . * K 
> Ch } "is 4 * 1 * e : %: 24 3 TORN * y GEM 
: 1 * : - 
. | | * 
« * 
4 5 


| 3 YR 

Take of Pearl, what quantity you pleaſe ; and 

of the Liquor, equal Proportion, which being there. 

in Immerged, twill diſſolve into a Mucilage (a 

gentle Maceration of ſome hours u dins ) Re- 

ſolvable in Spirits of Wine. The ſame may be 

| done on Crabs Eyes, but ſooner : Tis an excel. 

lent Medicine, for comforting the heart, giving 

ſtrength to the very Marrow and Bones: Coral 

ſo diſſolved is aMedicine that reſtores ſenſe to thoſe 

bereaved of it, Comforts the Brain, Memory 

and Heart, expelling ſadneſs and Melancholly, and 
making a chearful and healthy Conſtitution. 


Odbſerve with this Liquor you muſt uſe no acid 
Spirit, or Salt, or Corroſive of what ſort ſoever. 
For wherever ſuch things are uſed, as Mediums 
whether tor Mercury, or any other, they muſt be 
well waſhed off and made ſweet before the Alba- 
beſt is put on; therefore in Sulphur fine Flowers 
are the beſt: Of theſe take what 2 you 
pleaſe, of Liguor Equal Proportion Digeſt for the 
| ſpace of two days, and afterwards Cohobate twice 
or thrice, they will come over the Helm in form 
of a very Red Oyl, ſeperable from the Liquor by 
a ſeparating Glaſs : Excellent in the Conſumption, 
Coughs, and the like; tis not only à Preſerva- 
tive of Man's body but alſo of Beer Wines and 
other Liquors. 8 IIS Ot 


If you Abſtract this Liquor from the Calx of 

Lead, twenty four hours digeſtion being premi- 

ſed ; you will have the Lead ſo Reſerated unlocked 

or opened, as that in Spirit of Wine, *twill eaſily 

let go its Sanguineous and ſweet Tincture: which 

is the Magiſtery of Lead, and an Excellent Me- 

„ 2 for all burnings and Inflamations what 
ſoe ver- "EST. 30 24 Tre, If 
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Take of the Flowers of Antimony, ſublimed 


th Sal Armoniack and dulcified, or of the Alco - 


of Antimony, which is better, one Ounce of tbe 


liquor Alkabeſt three Ounces, put them into a 
ketort! and digeſt fix hours, at furtheſt then ftill off 
the Diſſolvent, and you will have a true Medici- 
e, which Infallibly Cures the Dropſy. 


Take of Precipitate very well edulcorated, 
nade after what manner you pleaſe, one Ounce, 
of the Diſſolvent two Ounces, and having been 
tigefted 24 hours Diftil, and you'l have a fix'd 
frecipitate, 2 by ſtool, ſweat and Urine, 
certain Remedy for the Leproſy, ſeurvy, Kings- 
vil, Gout and Po W. ki 1 


Take of the Calx of Gold one Ounce , of the 
Liquor two Ounces  digeft in a Viol with a long 


Neck (or one of the Egg-glafics, before deſcribed 
which is better) for three days, or until it will 


five forth no more. Tincture; then pour off all 
that is diſſolved into a Retort, and with a gen- 


- 


tle Fire draw off the Liquor, and you'l find the 


Gold diflolved in the Bottom of the Retort, 
which you may either difſolve in Spirit of Wine, 
or let run in the Air p. delig; and you have a 


true Aurum Potabile: The ſame Proceſs is to be 


obſerved in Silver, 


Another ; Take Gold. Calcined into fine Atoms, 


[or Laminated into thin Leaves, one Ounce, of 
the Liquor Alkabeft three Ounces put them into 


a Retore with a ground ftopper, and let them 


remain in the heat of a gentle Bath a few daies, or 


until the Gold be diffolved without Sediment, 


the Liquor then being diftilled from it, leaves it in 


the form of a Salt fuſible which Cchobated often 


with the Liquor, is made Volatile, nd comes o- 
ver in two Liquors, White and Red; the Red 


is the Zematine Jincture, and the White may be 
Fe 2.” re- 
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„„ 
reduced into a White Mercurial Body, after the! 
diſſolving Liquor is ſeparated from the ſame: Thul 


Sold the King of Metals, of Nature moſt fixed 


in Corroſives, Teft and Cuppel enduring all kind f 


of Martyrdomes withaut the leaſt diminution, 


even the moſt exquiſite Tryal of Fulcan, is by this 
Liquor or Fire, wholly. maſtered and Conquered 
ſo as to be brought into its Mineral Ens, which 
is the higheft Preparation of Gold, that can be 
made by means of this Liquor, being its 
Fifth Eſſence, and is of Power to cure the moſt 
deplorable Diſcaſes, to which the Nature of Man 
is ſubject; but the Magiſtery of Gold, which is 
the firſt Preparation of it, by means of this Li: 


_ quor, is a moſt eminent Medicine againſt all Ma- 


throughly waſted in the Fire what will waſt; 
then dulcifie the Colcotbar with diſtilled Rain 


this ſame in the gentle heat of a Bath, for about 


the whole calline ſubſtance of the Venus, come 


lignant Feavers, the Peſtilence, Palfies, the Plague 


Oc In the like manner you Prepare the Fifth Ef- 


ſence of Silyerz but this following Medicine, is e- 
qual if not ſuperior to either, 


Þ The Sweet Oyl of. Venus Take of the beſt 
Dangick or Roman Vitriol, and Calcine it till it be 


Water, and dry it very well, to the Vitrio/ thus 
prepared, add of the Fire or Liquor, equal Parts 
for it will be diſſolved eaſily and Friendly, diftil 
off your Liquor, and pour it back again and thus 
Cohobate it at the leaſt 12 or 15 times, ſo will 
all the Body of the Coleorbar be brought over 
the Helm. in form of a Green Liquor; digeſt 


a Month and then diſtil it in a flow Fire, ſo will 


over, leaving the Liquor below in the Retort, in 
its r and Virtue: To this Liquor 
or Spirit put am equal quantity of ſa Armoniack, dil- 
ſolved in as much Water as will diſſolve it, {0 
all you ſeparate the Green Liquor from a White 
ediment, which White Sediment, will . 


— 


 Fenus, mixed with-the ſal Armoniack, by 


Ls a 


(53) 17 
White Metal, as fixed as Silver and will abide the 
Teſt of Saturn; but yet formally diſtinct from Silver 


which thou (if a Philoſopher) ſhalt eaſily perceive 
| however as good to a Metalurgiſt as the beft Silver; 
the green Liquor dry up in a Viol Glaſs, by eva- 


porating all the Moyfture, for its the Sulphur of 
which 
(Note that) it is fixed ſo that it will abide all 
Fire, this Sulphur extract with the moſt pure 
Spirit of Wine, which will diffolve it, leaving the 


ſal Armoniackz diſtil away then from it (thus diſ- 
. ſolved ) your Spirit of Wine, and you have left 


a very fragrant green Oyl of Venus, which. is its 
Sulphur Eſſenſificated, by theſe Operations, as ſweet . 
to taſt as the beſt Honey, than which Nature hath - 
not a more Soveraign Remedy for moſt ( not to 
ſay all) Diſeaſes : this is the true Nepenthe of Phi- 
lofophers, cauſing certain Reft, and aſſwaging all 


Paines, but ever after ſleep leaving the Party either 


ſenſibly amended (in more violent and diuturnal 


Diſeaſes) or quite well in the leſs rigid Maladies: 


Thus alſo from Lapis Hematitis and ſpelter may 
be had Noble Medicaments, alſo from the Sul- 
phur of Antimony, and more eſpecially from 
Common Mercury; for if you Cohobate the Liquor 
ſo long till its body is brought over and proceed 


in all things as in the Sulphur of Venus, you have 


a Medicine that will effect whatever can be dc ſired 
by either Patient or Doctor. . | 


Thus having given you a ſhort Landskip (as it 
were) of this Liquor, 1 ſhall here paſs ic by at 
preſent, and Conclude. | Si 
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